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Housing society
founder to speak

Richard Carr Gomm. founder of the

Ahbevfield Housing Society, an mterna-
tional army of volunteers dedicated (o
meeting the needs of affordable retire-
ment housing. 1s coming to Victoria

Gomm will address health care and
senior support service sector workers at
the Princess Mary on April 17 at 7 p.m.

[he Abbeviield concept of a family
atmosphere in a small-scale retirement
home 1s used in 24 houses in Canada, 20
inB.C.

Calling all paddlers

The Victoria Canoe and Kayak Club
is calling all watersport fans to the Gorge
Waterway April 13:and 14 for the 2002
Wike Up the Gorge Canoe Ruace.

All races begin and end at the VCKC.
335 Gorge Rd. West: six-person Outrig-
eerraces all Saturday and solo Outrig-
et and marathon canoe races Sunday.
Races will kick off at 9:30 a.m. both
days.

The best viewing along the Gorge is
between Tillicum and Admirals Road. or
across from the clubhouse @t Kinsmen
Park.

For more information contact Mavis
Shankland ar 398-6833.

Peacekeepers honoured

Remember Canadu’s peacekeeping |

contributions — from Korea in 1950 to
present-day Afghanistan
[+,

Ihe Royal Canadian Legion
Cowichan Branch #33. Duncan. 1s host-
ing a special Sunday celebration -
lunch. supper, entertamment — honour
ing Canachian peacekeepers around the
warld.

For more information call the legion
office: 250-746-5013. ‘

Date set for MS run

Ihe Super Cities Walk-Run for Mul-
tiple Sclerosis tukes place April 14. The
three-, six- or 10-kilomtre events are
being held in 20 communities through-
out B.C. and five sites on Vancouver
Island — Windsor Park in Ouk Bay.
Cowichan Sportsplex in Duncan, Pio-
neer Plaza at the Bastion in Nanaimo,
Lagoon Park Walkway & Airpark in
the Comox Valley and The Dyke in
Port Alberni

Pledges should be checked
between 8 wom. and 9:45 with the events
to start at 10 awom, To register for the
Ouk Bay run-walk call 250-388-6496
Onlime registration; www.superei
teswalk.com

33y APPLAUSE

He said he'd do it, and he has,

When a tragic car accident on the
night of May 30, 1999, left Duncan’s
Jamie Coleman paralyzed from the
chest down, he was devastated,
Momentarily.

It was only days before Jamie, son
of Duncan Mayor Michael Coleman,
rebounded.

He began rigorous physical work-
outs and pledged, amongst other lofty
goals, to return to the University of
Victoria to complete his bachelor's
degree in political science and history
and to eventually study law — a Cole-
man family tradition,

Coleman, now 23, has just received
his aeceptance to the UVic's distine
gulshed law school, He will start the
three-year program in September,
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PROTECTEUR WELCOMES THE PROTECTED
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Cmdr. Sandy Bellows, right, commanding officer of HMCS Protecteur, chats to Ian Haddow, Victoria businessman and
co-chair of the Friends of Protecteur, on the bridge deck during the supply ship’s open house Sunday at Ogden Point.
The Protecteur will be sailing for the Arabian Sea May 21 to particpate in Operation Apollo, Canada’s contribution to

the war on terrorism,

Ray Smith/Times Colonist
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[t's not a happy one these days. as parents and unions squeal
under the effects of provincial government cuts. But the people
in the job say it’s still worthwhile

By Jerr Rup
“H.'l ol Hfrl.f.'."\f ”L!Irjr

A classtfied ad tor the job might read
like this: Wanred. informed, articulare,
civic-minded applicants, willing to work
fone hours lor next o no pan Vst be
prepared fo fill night shifts and make dif
frcidi, wnp 'Il'i.'rfli.'.' decistons that could
aften it rJ'j'-'.'Ir'\ lives

Beme a school trustee isn't all glam-
our, espectally now, when boards across
British Columbia are scrambling (o make
up budget shortfalls caused by the
provinee’s new funding formula and
dechining enrolment.

“Its really a tough job when every
year you have to tike dollars away and
do more with less.” said Elaine Leonard
chairwoman of the Greater Victoria
school bowrd.

No vear is more difficult than this one,
Leonard’s board 18 faced wath cuts of $8.8
million from us budget for 2002-03, The
Sooke board 5 starmg at 53,7 millon in
reductions, the Saanich district S3.5 million,

After years of smaller cats, local
trustees are now being forced o con-
templite massive changes 1o the way they
deliver education. The Greater Victoria
district s pondering such things as ehim

What do
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Feen amputees fuce all the same social
pressures as ther peers. and meorg

During o weekend session of the Wi
Amps 2002 B.C. Chald Arputee Semi
nur ut the Harbour Towers., teenagers
Lughed and shared stories that, with
positive outlook, were Tunny rather than
inghtening

Phey talked of leaving antificial limbs
in desks an sehool, or having them 1y ofl
or be nipped ofl during sports evenis

Yo haove 1o have o sense of homour
siid Adele Fileld, director at the W
s siational headguarters

* Macro two
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mating daytime custodians, chopping the
elementary band and strings program and
making cuts across the board to special
education. Teacher lavolts will be part of
any solution,

Trustees are heanng impassioned pleas
during public budget sessions about why
they shouldn’t cut or reduce a wide var-
ety of programs. They know that any cut
made will hurt somebody. The problem s,
the money has to come from somewhere

And things won't get easier next vear,
when the Greater Victoria district may
have to chop a further 56 million,

“It's very frustrating, because the goy
ernment promised us stable funding.”
Leonard sk, “We're caueht in the nuddle.”

Caught in the muddle and. in some
cases, taking the heat from frustrated par-
ents, teachers and other stakeholders dur-
ing public budget meetings, which are
consuming the majority ol trustees’
evenngs this month. Some trustees esh
mate that, including all the mateniul they
must read to properly prepure, then
N hlm] |'lﬂ.:l-] workload Can m some
weeks range from 30 1040 hours

Meanwhile, the annual pay ranges from
st Jow of 6,796 for a trustee in the Suanich
district to Leonard's S13.000 stipend as
Cireater Victoria board chirwomim

Elaine Leonard: *a tough job,”

“In most cases, 10s o full-time pob.”
sitd Leonard, a sales ¢lerk at o tabrie
store. “You don't go into it for the money,
You go mto it for vour dedication to the
children.”

Please see TRUSTEES. B2
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Next move
pondered
In search
for woman

By Louise Di

Dimes Colonist staft

BSUIN

Atter three davs combing Mount
Waork Park. search and rescue officials
were talking about expanding their search
for & 20-year-old autistic woman

“We don’t know if the search will con-
tenue 1 this areq,” Linda Hillard, search
and rescue manager for Vancouver [sland
south. said Sunduay. “We're working on

| & game plan tonight. There could be a
spectalized task toree (o look at tracking
N VAIOUS dreas.”

On Sunday. disappointed, frustrated
searchers were wondering if Laura
Mitchell of North Saanich had lefi the
park on her own.

Mitchell run awdy from her female
caregiver around noon Fnday. while they
were walking along Tumberland Trail in
Mount Work Park. The caregiver spent

| several hours looking for Mitchell. A for-

mal search began about 5 p.m. Friday
and continued throughout the weekend.
On Saturday, about 70 professionally
trained search and rescue volunteers
scoured the trals while the coast guard
auxiliary searched the coastline of
Saanich Inlet and Finlayson Arm

On Sunday. the teams began a grid
search where searchers walk in a
straight line within evesightof each other

- of the 361-hectare purk

The search is complicated by the fact
that Mitchell's autism means she does
not respond and would not call out to
people calling for her. The search and
rescue teams have been told they will
probably have o see Mitchell w find her.

Hillard said Mitchell’s father began
searching at dawn Sunday.

“He's holding up very well?” she said.
“But he's obviously very distraught.”

Hillard said she didn’t want 1o even
think about Mitchell spending u third
night in the park,

“We want her out of there. Last night
wais @ had night because 1t was so rainy
Hypothermia is very high onour list, She
would hecome less mobile, disoriented
and would want to curl up in a ball
Today s @ nice day. We're hoping the sun
and heat will draw her out.”

As the hours drigged by, searchers
fought 1o remain optinnstic

“"We're worried.” said Vickie Weber
of Sooke search and rescue. “Is she in the
park’? Iy she our of the purk ™

Roy Meikle. director of Peninsula
search and rescue. said he was disap-
pointed no evidence had been tound.

11 she is still mobile and hasn't hurt
herselt i the bush, there is a Lurly strong
possibility she left the area.” sind Meikle
“We're not into u desperate situation yet,
but the sooner we lind her the better”

Fired and disappointed. Randy Park
returned o the command postat Meken
zic Bight paurking Tot Sunday afternoon o
refuel on ege salad sandwiches and pasta

“l1's really rugeed, Incredibly rugged
You can lose people in feet. You would
think nobody would be up ma plice like
' evervawhere”

There's

that, bt vou have to look
|'.l||‘\ strook his head

be an answer,”

ool ey

you say when a leg falls oft?

— —

55% off
Hunter Douglas
Custom Blinds

o [écor venotian blinds

inch venetian blinds

price

It'sa __'|n'|! Ili'|'|'.'[l'.llll'u 1 make the
joke, “can vou give me o hand,” sad
Kathryn Marlow, 19, of Surrey, in an
INCIVIew

e lett it a Preza Hut, sind Gire
gory Stewart, 13, of his prostietic arm

Fve had 1o have it maled buek o me!

AL seven feet tll, Stewant, an aspiring
buasketball player, says mght now his height
15 e of an essue than s ||\'\.||‘I|I.II\

Phat s niot 1o say there are no chal
lenges. There are mam

Teens bom without certain limbs and
those who lost Timbs beciiuse oF diseises
or seeadents tlked about those ditfigul
hies Saturdany
v, said Fibield

ALk JHURCE IS ) Key con

With every new cliss, mew e dind new
sehool there are the sime old guestions and
uncomfortable stlences, smd the teens

Congenitul amputees leam from birth
thist they lave o educie others and miihe
them Teel comfortable

Body image. relationships and join
Ing the workloree were some o thie issues
discussed

Keith Parker
enthustastically
FESPRISE e TS 1y

16, of Victori, spoks
thie

eived Trom his new

_|1'.u'| Postive
employer ala loval grovery shor

Still, s h ol further o
the world, he sind he is surprised by ih

Ventues

number of people unaware of e v
biliies of dmpute
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The More You Buy

Custom Made Sheers
Buy $100000 Save $100.00
Buy $200000 Save $250.00
Doy $3500 00 Save $500.00

Reproduced with permission of copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

The More You Save

————
' 30% off
Custom Draperies

Choota from over $000 selected

labrices Ploated drapenas beautfully
custom made at 1 171 times fullnes

regular price

YALUE - RELIABILITY

vielim at

Parker, whee Jearned o play
a voung age with s prosthetic anm, sad
he can sense when people wrongly
asstme Be can ko s certann tusk. 1 just
lo it gure kv belore thes dan say any
thing.  he sal

Becatse Parker s specid myoselectng
e s fined wth sensors, s hand can
detect when something, i ghiss [or exam
ple, s shipping and be can tghten his
LTS

Bnproved fesin oy s allowing
pnpsutees To domore with iereased com
fort el case. Much of 1t iy paid Tor by

domutions to Svar Aps through s key
ard shdress Jabed ser
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CALL TODAY FOR YOUR
COMPLIMENTARY
IN HOME CONSULTATION

SERVICLS

u
INCLUDES

o HOME 5 I Y

o FHOME IMPFRCYVIMENTS

cCONVEMNIENCE

-800-818-7779

Sale ends April 30, 2002




