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Development
will help Highlands

Voters made their choice about Bear Mountain in the last election

BY MARK CARDINAL

icki Husband’s reference to

the “speeding” Bear Moun-

tain Highlands development

(“Bear Mountain: Enough is
enough,” May 3) is misleading, Bear
Mountain’s Highlands plans, or that of
its predecessor, have been under dis-
cassion with the Highlands since 1992
and progress has been slow.

Husband's reference to “high-den-
sity dwellings” is also misleading. The
proposed plan is light in density and
fully respects nature. It is less than one-
tenth the density of the adjacent Bear
Mountain project in Langford.

Nor does it threaten to undermine
the way of life of Highlands residents.
The project has such minimal impact
that most Highlands residents probably
don't realize it has been under con-
struction for the past year.

In 2003, Bear Mountain offered to
construct a hotel in the Highlands, but
could not obtain timely support from

the council of the day. Our former
mayor has constantly opposed Bear
Mountain zoning and access to
required regional services.

On the other hand, opponents com-
plain that Bear Mountain has not built a
hotel or commercial development in the
Highlands to generate a commercial tax
base to take the pressure off residential
taxes.

A hotel and commercial buildings
require adequate services. How can one
call for commercial construction to
boost taxes, yet oppose both the zoning
and servicing?

The predecessor landowner gave the
Highlands the property for a municipal
office and other property that the High-
lands was able to sell for regional park-
land to generate cash used for the con-
struction of its municipal office. This
was partially in exchange for support
for what is now essentially the Bear
Mountain plan.

Opponents were quick to accept the
gifts, then turn around without ade-

quate notice to the public and oppose
Bear Mountain’s position on the urban
containment boundary at the Capital
Regional District.

Without Bear Mountain, the High-
lands financial position is questionable.
The Highlands needs the commercial
growth for its financial security and the
best location for that growth is on its
southern boundary where it least
impacts the remainder of the commu-
nity.

Highlands residents are paying what
might be the highest property taxes in
the region when compared to the level
of services provided. The community
has two outdated firchalls, a marginal
municipal office, no community hall
and financial reserves that are insuffi-
cient by municipal standards. The com-
munity cannot implement a number of
parks and trails initiatives due to lack of
funds and Highlands roads are deterio-
rating,

On the other hand, with approval of
Bear Mountain's zoning, the commu-

Peter Daniel and his dog Reilly enjoy the view from Gowlland Tod Provincial
Park in the Highlands. Mayor Mark Cardinal says the Bear Mountain devel-
opment is appropriate in its present location and will benefit the municipality.

nity has recently been able to make
significant contribution to its fiscal
reserves,

Highlands council is operating in a
fiscally responsible manner in accor-
dance with a plan that safeguards the
natural and green environment of the
vast majority of Highlands. Bear
Mountain is not only dbout financial
decisions, it is about locating High-
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lands growth where it is most appropri-
ate.

When Husband says enough is
enough, she is correct. This issue was
debated in the last municipal election.
Husband should respect that demo-
cratic process.

Mark Cardinal is the mayor of
Highlands.
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Free needles
don’t create addicts

Re: “Needle exchange adds to prob-
lems,” letter, May 7.

I suspect that the writer has never
known someone with a drug addiction.

Nobody wants to be an injection drug
user. Free, clean needles therefore can-
not be described as an incentive, The alle-
gation that free, clean needles will lead
to an “increasing population of injection
drug-users” is simply ridiculous, Would
anyone jump off a cliff if you were
offered free snacks at the bottom?

We are not speaking of a part of soci-
ety that we can just ignore, or shake our
collective fingers at. The problem is also
much more than policy-makers alone can
deal with.

We need a population that is not afraid
to consider that a black-and-white
approach drug addiction will not suffice.

Chris Fretwell,
North Saanich.

U.S. rescue helicopter
a welcome sound

Re: “Rescues without borders,”
May 5.

I can speak wholeheartedly to the
relief of hearing a' U.S. navy Seahawk
helicopter overhead on April 29 in the
Sooke Hills, when my hiking buddy
broke her hip.

I'm now especially aware of the level
of co-ordination it requires to bring about
such a rescue.

In this case, the RCMP, the Rescue
Co-ordination Centre of Victoria, the
Provincial Emergency Program, the Juan
de Fuca Ground Search and Rescue, the
U.S. navy, the B.C. Ambulance Service
and mutual aid search and rescue groups
from Metchosin and Victoria, the Cana-
dian Coast Guard and the U.S. Coast
Guard in Port Angeles all rallied to avoid
what would have been a very bad night
in the bush for my friend.

In our society, and with such neigh-
bours, where if disaster strikes, all is not
lost.

Liz Williams,
Victoria,
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A letter-writer points out that much green technology comes at an environmental cost.
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Hurdles ahead for green cars

Re: “Wish I had a green car,” May. 6.

While the improvement in gas mileage
plus the reduction in emissions are both
admirable goals, the environmental move-
ment is setting itself up for failure because
of inherent conflicts between their ideal-
ism and the world of reality.

Each hybrid engine requires about 50
pounds of nickel, plus 30 to 80 pounds
of what are known as rare earth miner-
als,

If hybrid vehicles are going to be pro-
duced in the tens of millions, where are
these metals to come from? The environ-
mental movement is anti-mining. Yet vir-

That curious pause
is called ‘thought’

Re: “Baird out of step on the need for
emission charges,” May 8.

David Reevely quotes Environment
Minister John Baird’s reflections on a
conversation with climate scientists as
follows: “They paused for a long time,
because they're scientists, you know,
they're not in a policy role,”

It’s likely that during that pause the
scientists were engaged in a process
called “thought,” with which Baird is
apparently unfamiliar. Scientists use this
process to help ensure that their state-
ments are consistent with the observed
facts and directed toward the most use-
ful outcomes.

If Baird were to use this approach in

tually all current nickel consumption is
used in the process of stainless steel and
alloy applications. New demands for
hybrids will have to be met by new pro-
duction.

In addition, virtually all rare earth met-
als come from China and its domestic
demands are increasing so rapidly that
almost no additional supply will be avail-
able for North American markets —
unless new supply is created by increased
mining activity in Canada plus the U.S.
and Mexico.

The application of new technologies
would also require, as the article put it,

being able to “bypass the gas station in
favour of recharging their vehicles
overnight from a standard household out-
let.”

When thousands — or millions — of
those plugs are inserted into outlets, noth-
ing will take place if there is not suffi-
cient electric power. Yet, the environmen-
tal movement hates nuclear power and
new hydroelectric dams and power plants
and refuses to permit offshore drilling.
Where is all this new power to come
from?

Leonard M. Melman,
Nanoose Bay.

a policy role, we might be a little more
optimistic about our future circumstances.
Dave Macmurchie,

Shawnigan Lake.

Men’s group needs
funding aid too

There is a lack of funding for men’s

programs on Vancouver Island in general
and the Nanaimo Men’s Resource Cen-
tre in particular (www.nanaimomen.com),
. Last fiscal year the provincial Min-
istry of Community Services provided
$49.2 million to women's organizations
and nothing to men’s organizations,
_ I'think that more attention and fund-
ing should be focused on the needs of
men, and the Nanaimo resource centre,
to help reach this under-served group.

The funding for the valuable programs
offered by women's organizations needs
to be balanced by resources directed
toward the often unspoken needs of men.

Jim Richardson,
Victoria.

Why not a rebate
for motorcycles too?

I support the idea of rebates for fuel-
efficient cars, but why not extend this idea
to other fuel-efficient modes of transport?

[ drive a motoreycle with a small dis-
placement engine all year.

I fill up my tank for $9 and that lasts
me two weeks.

Where is my rebate?

Hailey Finnigan,
Victoria,

Governments
make strides
with service

I would like to applaud what I see to
be a change in attitude in all levels of our
government toward becoming more help-
ful and service-oriented.

Based on long experience I have
entered government offices expecting
long waits, disgruntled employees, con-
fused and confusing procedures and oth-
erwise poor service,

But to my delight this has recently not
been the case.

In getting my driver’s licence renewed
and my two sons getting their driver's
licences the experience at the ICBC office
has been unfailingly friendly and effi-
cient.

In a recent hearing at Victoria City
Hall regarding a building permit, while
the decision did not go the way | hoped,
the staff and elected officials were always
helpful, pleasant and professional.

We have just moved to Saanich and
thought we had low water pressure. We
phoned and within two hours had a crew
at the house checking the issue and dis-
cussing it with us.

Finally, I had some garden waste to
bring to the Saanich municipal yard and
phoned to check the hours. I was told that
during the spring it was open until 8 p.m,

These are just a few examples of what
[ perceive to be a new attitude in govern-
ment to be more “customer-focused.”

I would like to congratulate the elected
officials and managers who decided to
make the changes and the staff who made
it work. If this is a new face of govern-
ment, then I like it.

Paul Welle,
Victoria.

Delays in treatment
don’t save money

There is a statement in the lead edi-
torial of May 3 that is so un-Canadian:
“It costs the same to complete ballistics
tests on a gun whether they are done
promptly or delayed for months.”

This flies in the face of all our beliefs,
We all know that putting something off
a long time makes it cost less.

It 1s most apparent in the medical serv-
ices area. We know that one can’t get a hip
replacement now because the health sys-
tem can’t afford it

Of course, if the patient is made to suf-
fer for a year or two, then the hip replace-
ment will be affordable.

Maybe we could apply this same sys-
tem to affordable housing. A young cou-
ple can't afford a house? No problem.
Let them live on the streets under a bridge
for a couple of years and a house will
then be affordable.

John Freeman,
Parksville.
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