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Juan de Fuca search-and-rescue and RCMP continued the search for a missing man on Monday.

TIPS COLONIST

Three men disappeared
as Sooke River rose

One man, 20, still
missing after pickup
truck found in river

ROXANNE REGAN-ELLIOTT
and CINDY E. HARNETT
Times Colonist

‘I'he Soole River wis rapicdly ris-
ing when three voung men were
belicved Lo have oen travelling
nearby on Friday night or early
Saturday in a pickup 1ruck. That
piclkup truck ended up in the
Tiver, the hadies of owa of The men
were Mound on Sunday, and the
search continued Monday for the
third man.

Irolive aren't sure how the
truck ended up in the river, which
was believed to be travelling on
Sooke River Rosad, which runs
along the river Sooke RUMP are
1rying e dewermine where the
wehicle left the road, and noted
that it appears the road was cov-
crad in Slast-moving” river wator
Friday night.

There is no indication of inloxi-
cation ue Foul play, polive said.
The T.C. Coroners Service isin
the carly slages of ils investica-
tion to determine how the men
died.

Juan de Fucs search-aod-res-
cue manager Kathryn Farr s:
1he river rose about 4.5 1o six
metres, flooding lov-lyinge areas
of Snale River Road with several
Teet of waler, aller heavy rains
hir the ares late Friday and early
Saturday.

“1ts my understanding thut the
river levels on Friday and Satur
day wors the highest they've boon
in ubout 25 veurs,” Farr said,

A search on Sunday led to the
1ruck that Cory Mills, Eric Black-
more and A.J. Jensen, all 20, had
heen travelling in.

Ticials discovered the truck
in the river and tound two badies

The men wha went mus;mg on the weekend were Cory Mills, left,
Eric Blackmaore and & .J. Jensen, all 20. They were in a 2004 blue
Dodge Dakota pickup truck. FaniLe PHOTCS

alone the shoreline dovwnstream
shor‘rly afterward.

‘he names of the men who
died have not heen releazed by
pedlice, bt Farmily confirmed that
Bills had been found dead.

“We are blessed o have had
him in our lives for thoe past 20
years,” parents Joanne and Sean
Mills said in a stalement. “We
knowr in our hieares that he knesw

“He was energetic and just
loved life,” Arnold said

Ground and air searches con-
tinued Monday in an effore to tind
the third man.

Search-and-rescue volunteers
Trained in warer rescues were out
in kayaks and scarching the
shoreline on foot. The search is
Focused in the area around Sooke
Hiver Rouil before Souke Potholes
Ttegiomal Park.

“We have scarchers scarching
from the river where it's safe for
them to do 50 up ta the road
where | the water | crossed,” Farr

he was loved and we may nat be
able 1o hold him in our hands
anymore, but we will alwavs hold
him in our hearts.”

Mills was best friends with

said

The force af the water snapped
iom- trees on the Hvers edee, move
concrete barriers and lifte:
«unlu.n logs into an elevated pack-
ing

Tﬂuﬂs said the rain trans-
Tormwed the river anc wouwld
have flonded parts of the road
with more than Lwo motres of
witer,

Tamily and friends initiated a
scarch far the three men arter
thesy went out on Friday nighr and
didn't return.

described him as 8 compassi
ate, respectiul, funny, quirky and
giving person,

& wwas always the first to be
the pne to offer a helping hand,™
said Desirée Arnold, spedlding on
hehalf of the family.

“Cory was always there for his
friends und family,” she soid, “He
always had a smile on his Face and
was always able 10 be the one 1o
bring a smile t other people's
Faces."”

His fumily suid Cory was ath-
letic and loved sports.

= Sea SEARCH, page A2

Man missing
for eight years
found in Victoria

JACK KNOX

jknoxd@timescalonist.com

shelrer. TTis relarives drove 1o
CHiawa bl Than balked aw coming
baclk with them; Vo says Dan
didn't want ta burden them with
piving him the help he needed.
Dan eventually relented,
though. The Family Bought him a
bus ticket back to Turonto, where
he hung in for awhile betore, our
of the Blue, disappearing again
one day in late Z011.
Suddenly, he's mone,” Vo said
he first veur, we were look-

M or eight gut-wr
years. Dan Thanh Vo's
Family thought he was dead.

Then, in Navember, came the
stunning nows: Dan, living wilh
severs mental illness, had been
found on the strects in Vicloria,
half & continent sway From where
he had disappeared.

And then came the Mrustration
Ag desperate as his family is to
hring Ian home to Ontario, red
Lupe has stranded him here,
unable o mravel

Adter all those lonely years af
sleeping in Chinatvwn doorways,
eating out of garbage cans, heing
stabbod andd beaten, and ey ing o
cope with untreated schizophre-
nia in a friendless world, a lack of
idemification docurncnts has
grounded him here, unable to fly
home.

“] hupe to have 113 with pic
tures so T can go hack o Ontars
he says ina guicl voice. silung in
the dewntown rooming house
where he has lived since late
Movember, Unfortunately, despite
the best efforts of his family
mental-health workers, pali
cigng and buresaucrats, the docu-
ments he needs remain elusive.
He Lurns 60 this year

story goes back to 1990
when his Family Aed Viemam,
whers he wus b, They spent

24 vears in a Thai refugee camp

befare seltling in Tarania, where

Dan eventually sained Canadisan

citizenshin. Thday, he has twao

Lrothers in Ontario — onc in b

ton, near Toronto, the other in

Tarrvic — anolher brother in the

U5, and two sisters in vie'

Tt was around the end of 2000
1hal Dan's behaviour began 1o
change. At one point, he told his
hrother Dan Tam Vo — whom
wee’ll call Vo — that he waas huear-
ing wnices in his head. Dan went
missing for a long period. then
called from the West Coast. The
family hrought him back o
Toronie, only w have him disap-
pedar again, “wWe looked fur him
everywhere,” Vo said. Dan
emaorged in Montreal.

It was in 2007 while Dan was in
Montreal that. listening 1o Lhe
woice in his h |, her smashed the
witidaw of his apartment. 1Tis
auni paid lfor the damage, and
persuaded the landlord not to
kick him our, but then Dan broke
the window agsin. After police
toak Dan t hospital, Vo hrought
him back 1o Toronio.

A few months later, Don van-
ished ance move, staying nff the
grid until Marvch 2011, when he
phoned from an Ottavws homeless

ing “ They scoured
the s1 mcls of Toronto, Mom: wal
aml v, Vo tried
missing persons complaint ith
the Ottawa police, but Lthey wold
him to go to their Toronto coun
1erparts instcad. which he did. No
luck. He pleaded with Lran's banl
0 let him kmow if there was any
activity in the account — Vo had
sent Dan money  but the bank
refused, cifing confidentiality.

Eventualy, Yo had a dream
thar his brother was dead. So did
ather Family members. As (ime
dragged on with no word of Dan,
the¥ came to accept that it was
Lruc,

He wasm't dead, though, He
had gone First tao Vancouwver,
where he spont a few months in a
shelrer, and then Victoria, “It
Letter For me 1o be hoere beeause
Vaneouver is so big” Dan savs
When 3ol carrs all Tolr Posses-
sinns on your back, 8 compact
community is better.

Tn Victoria, his untreated
schivophrenis left him unable to
arganize his lite, but still able to
FUNCtion well enough o survive
without attracring too much
attention. Ile was a tixrure in Chi-
nattown, and police were awaere ol
him, but for some reason the
Torantn missing-person file never
pupped up.

It was a hard life. *1 have no
maney,” Dan says. He slept in
duorways, "1 eat fool in the
sarbage ca

ATl almnc e was vl nerable.
He was stabbed once, and on
anather nccasion needed six
stitehes after being punched in
the face. TTe tank a blow to The
head in a thivd atack, requiring
surgery. Bach time, he ended up
haclk on to the street.

He Finally came inte the care
of VICOT, o multi-agency team
that works with the mosi vulnera-
ble people on Victoria's streets,
last year In November, afrer his
illness canscd Dan lo act oul — 1
smashed the windshield of a car™
— he was raken ro Royal Jubilee
Hospital.

That’s where the actions of a
nurse proved key. While on a
COMPUTEr in O Place, Dan had
come across a YouTube video in
which an uncle in Houston, Texas
had posted information about o
Eamily funeral, including his
phone number, The number stuck
in Dan's head. In hospital, he gave
it 1o the nurse, who called his
uncle in lexas, Dan had been
found.

= See JACK KNOX, page A3

Friends, colleagues
remember Brian Small —
Greater Victoria’s tireless
economic advocate
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