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Group aims to raise $1 million
in 100 days for a new reglonal park

PEDRO ARRAIS
Times Cofonist

{irearer Victorians have 100 davs
10 raise $1 million to purchasc
of urban forest

. with a commir-
Ner o match the

Hahitat Acquisition Trust
hus tesmed up with the Capital
Regional IMistrict to purchase
1he Saanich proporly, Tocatad
near Prospect Lale, unofficially
knowm as the Mountain Road
forest.

The family that owns the
praperty has allowed community
access to it for the past 50 vedrs,
They have decided to sell bur
have aiven HAT the opportunity
w0 purt,ha»;e the property so it
can be protecied from develop-
ment.

The CRIY has pledged
$i2 million toward the $5.4-million
purchase price, snd more than
200 individuals have donated
since the fundraising campaign
began in December,

Tahitat Acquisition Trust is
aiming Lo raisc the remaining
$1 million needed by April 22
— Farth Day — Lo complale the
purchase,

“This is a once-in-a-liferime
apportunity Le purchase a sip-
nificant coastal fir forest and
pratect it into perpetuity,” said

is hard 1o 0ol Teel vour saul 0N
up a l)ttle b)t when you visit the

She said that the prop-
erty features o “spectacular
example™ of marure second-
prowlh coastal Douglas Fir
forest. It is an important part
af the coastal Dauglas fir eco-
swvstem, one of the ravest forest

wpes in British Columbia and
ithe smallest in distribution.
’lose to 95 per cent of its
aviginal range has heen lost to
lugping und development.

The property also contains a
Garry oak meadow and stands
of arburus trees, Key wildlife
species include the western
soreech owland commuon
nighthawlc.

S'l'lnl(:h AMayar Frod Havnes

the pandemic has high-
D shred how valuable green
spaces are 1a residenis.
e huve s wonderful oppor

Mountain Road Forest in Saanich. DaRREN STGRE TIMES COLGRIST

tunity to collaborate with the
ORI, with ITAT and with our
Tocal residents Lo prolecl an
aditional 20 hecrares of prime
urhan Forest,” he said.

He still recalls walking the
TPrOPErtYs rrails when he first
maoved o 1he area yoars aga.

‘Lo jump-start the fundraising

campaign, the family selline the
Troperty made a commitment to
match the Mrst S2HLH in pri-
wate donations.

For every domarion of at least
H100, HAL will issue a symbolic
deed certificate to ComMMmMena-
rate the donos's parcticipation
in the project. Bluke said. All

Saanich Mayor Fred Haynes and Habitat Acquisition Trust exccutive director Katie Blake check out

donarions are tax-deductible.

Tlabitat Acquisition Trust is
alocal land 1rust and registered
charity that acquires ritles and
caovenants nf land tn preserve it
for future generations,

For more information. go to
mouniainforesiroad.ca.
parrais@smes celenist.oom

Two UVie students fined afier campus

Times Colonist When vificers arrived, the
araup spread our and continued
to congregate in smaller num-
bers around the campus.

Saanich police were alsa
walled to assist,

Wark Fisher, Oak Gay palice’s
depuly chicl, said il is disap-
pointing to see large satherings

of them not wearing face
caverings

‘Uhe rickets were issued for
not dispersing after being told to
by police

Police were called by Uvic
securi tal't to help deal wirh
acrowd sathered in the bushes
near Cedar Hill Cross Road.

‘Pwo University of Victoria
students picked up $230 fines
ror disobeying COVID-19
repulations after Oak Bay police
responded to a Saturday “hush
pariy” attended by aboul

100 other students many

‘bush party’

like this one “in blatunt disre-

pard For the public health orders

that are designed Lo protect us.”
*“We all have a role to play in

minimizing \he spread of COVITY

and understanding the burden

it is placing an nur haspitals

and froni-line heallh-care

providers.”

COVID-19
reporied

at St. Michaels,
three Cowichan
Valley schools

JEFF BELL
Times Colonist

Omne schonl in Grearer Victaria
andd three in the Cowichan Valley
are reporting exposures to
COVIT-19

The 5t. Michaels University
School COVID-19 response coni-
mitiee mel aver the woeekend
after someone with COVID 19
was at the junior schanal, lncared
on Victoria Avenue,

Head of school Mark Torner
said Tsland Health has already
anyune deemed ta be o close
cnntact of the infected nersm.

“AlT other siudents and staff
that thewv are
xd (o self-isolare.”
Turner said. “However,
evervone should cantinue
manitoring for symprams,
in keeping w th pur existing
expectations.’

There is no risk 10 anyonc
at the Richmuond Rosd campus,
where the middle and senior
schools are located, he said.

Island ITealrh is responsible
for contact tracing, Turner said.

s you would expect, we
will he redoubling nur efforts o
sanilize, physically distance and
be rigorous in the enforcement
of our mask palicies. Tt remains
wur priority 1o keep all students
and staff as safe as possible.

Turncy asked for a calm
and kind response to the situ-
ation “withnut specularion and
rumour.”

He

d the schools continues
o priavitize in-class instruction
during the pandemic in the
helief thar students make the
most academic progress there
andd feel the most support.
Aleanwhile, three
Cowichan-arca schools —
Cowichan Secondary School
and Quamichan Schaal in
the Cowichan Valley Schoul
along with the private
Christian School — have
repurted COVID-19 exposures in
the past week.
An exposure means Lhat onc
person attended a facility while

dlates of
exposure were Jan. 5 at
Quamichan Schonl, Jan. 5-7 at
Cowichan Secondary School ,
and Jan. 6-8 at Duncan Christian
Schueol.

Island Health has completed
contact tracing at all three
Cowichan-arca schools

“We have complete
coenlfidence in the support
and direction being provided
b Tsland TTealth,” Duncan
Christian School said inaletier.
*We are monitoring the situation
together. TF there are an
concerns resacding vour child's
EAPOSUE, ¥OU CAN eXpect to be
contacted direcily.™
jwbell@timescolonist.com
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RRSP - TFESA

rd Capital has provided uninterrupted
ncome and growth from mortgage investments that
are not available to individuals. Move your RRSP, TFSA
and RRIF to Fisgard. We handle the transfer for you

For RRSP & TFSA investor convenience Fisgard is open Saturdays
from January 16 to February 27 (evenings by appointment). Located
at 3378 Douglas Street. Free on-site ground-level parking.

250.382.9255

1.866.382.9255

fisgard.comJ/investments
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Tlmmhy Ross went kayaking on
Sunday around noon, but failed

Search for missing kayaker expands

Times Colonist

A sedrch for 4 missing kayaker
was expanded to the Port
Ronfrow arca on Monday.

‘The ¥ictoria Rescue
Ca-ordination Centre was
contacted aboul 7 pom. Sunday
ahout a kayalker who had set our
around noon Fram an area near
Ellu Beach.

Sooke ROMP said 38 vearald
Timothy Ross, an cxpericnecd
kayalker, was expected to return
around 4 pon

Several witnesses repuorted
a solo kayaker travelling along
the coast 1oward Tort Renimrew,
with the last sighting near the
Shirlev area, police said.

Juan de Fuca Scarch and
Rescue are actively search-
ing the caastline, palice said.
Scveral viher scarch crews aee
assisting.

to Port Renfrew

A Cormorant helicopter
and Buffalo aivcraft were
dispatched and scarched until
abaut 11 pom. Sunday.

The search resumed about
S am. Munday and ineluded
Cormarant, a Buffale, a United
States Coast Guard boat. three
Canadian Coast Guard boats,
and the Royal Canadian Marine
Search and Rescue leam.

Police are asking people on
the waler ar the coast keep
un eve out for Russ, who is
described as white,
five-Fool-eight and 170 pounds
with blond hair and blue eyes.
He was Jast Sseen wearing a
black welsuit and o striped
wool marson tuque. Ile is
helieved to be in a blue white-
witer kaval

If ou see Ross or his kayal,
call Sooke RCMI gl

TE-290-3791
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Horne of Local Produce
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