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No ongoing
danger to
wildlife at
Thetis Lake:
CRD Parks

There's no ongoing danger to
wildlife at Thelis Lake, despilte
the discovery of four dead ani-
mals in the lake in a rwn-week
period, CRD Parks said
Thursday.

The animals were discoverad

< dead deer in Lhe Tower
lake and a dead beaver in the
upper lake between Dec. 28 and
Jun, 10,

Fravne sent photos of the ani
mals and screen shois of their
locations to the Capital Hepgional
IHstrict’s parks department.
He was concerned the animals
might have been poisoned by
oxic Muc-green algae in the

In an email, the ORI said
[ecant water samples do nat
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the presence of toxic
hlue-zreen algae in the water.
‘There arc many natural ways
i,

redalors,

The B.C. Conservation
PITicer Seevice intended Lo
perform necropsies un the ani-
1als to determine their cause
I death. However, duc 1o tho
hinimals” state of decomposition,
hat did not take place

T'he CRLY said it will continoe
o monitor Thetis Lake Regional
sark and its wildlife closely.
t— Times Colonist

Timothy Ross went kayaking
on Sunday, Jan. 10, 2021, but
d tO return. via soOKE RCMP

fail

Search for missing ka
ooke s uspond(‘d

ncar

The search for missing kayaker
Timorhy Ross has heen sus-
pended.

The 38-vearold Langford man
wenl missing Sunday after Fail-
ing to return from o kayak 1rip
thar started ahnut noon. A search
g aCar-

aircrafr.

A kayak belicved Lo be his
was found Wednesday near
Mchdillan Road ¥ O0ke, near
whers he is thought to have set
out.

aker

Vickie Weber, senior search
and-rescue manager For Juan de
Fuca Search and Reseae, said
sedrchers returned to the area
near where the kayak was found
and went over it again.

They also searched farther
aficld assuming the kavak had
reaches the area from the west,
she said. “Tf we find some other
clue or same olher evidenoo, wo
can reapen the case.”

Te remains an active missing-
persun file for the Sooke RCAMP,

Times Colonist

‘We are not by any means
out of the woods., Henry says

> FROM A1
VARIANT

Henry said: “I7 you can Tind
them and catch them early, we
ean prevent that variant from
spredding.”
“Bur it i nE‘ COUTSE, 3 Co-
cern, and we're conlinuing 1o
monitor, It is a c.ha.llengmg thing

Nt is 50 1a 70
per cent more transmissible
than earlier srrains, studies
suggest. Mutations to the viros
have made it easier to atrach o
human cells.

There’s no evidence right
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naw that the varviant stays on
surfaces longer or spreads bet-
TEr OUEdMnTS.

Similarly, the Sourh African
variant is more infectivus than
the ariginal COVID-19 virus, It
has quickly becomae doeminant in
that country’s cous HTEHE,

Officials reported 536 new
infectivns snd seven new
deaths on Thursday, bringing
the Letal number ol cases in
B.C. to 539,608 and fatalities to
1,038 Twenty-one of the new
cascs wera in the Tsland Health
region, which has 197 known
active cases.

o new puthreaks at health
re facilities were reported on
the mainland, while another two
were declared over  includ-

ing at the Ts'i'ts'uwartul’ Lelum
assisted living Facility wn-
can, where one statf memhber
had tested pasitive
So fur, 52,605 people have
recovered from the virus and
69,748 COVIN-19 vaccinations
ave been administers
There is a “hit of a ra o
iow belween how much vaccine
the province has and how much
Virus Lransmission is in the cam-
munity, especially given the new
strains, ITenry said
She said she docsn'l belicw
that either of those variants are
causing “a lot™ of spread af il
ness in the community — yel,
‘But we are not by any means
out of the woods.”
—with a file from the Times Calonist

EDMONTON — Alberta Premier
Jason Kenney bas kicked Lesser
Slave Lake backbencher Pat
Rehn out of the UTnited Con-
servative coucus, saying the
member of the legislature failed
1o represent his constitucnts

“I1e has made no mesningtul
eftort to waork in his constitu-
eney. He hus ignored calls from
me, UCP caucus leadership, and
his constilucnts 1o do s0," Ken-
ney suid Thursday in a state-
meént posted to TaAtrer.

Tehn is (o sit as an Tndepend-
ent MLA and will not be allowed

ta run for the party again, Ken-
ey said,

‘No meaningful effort:” Alberta
premier kicks out backbencher

Slave Take Mayor Tyler War-
man said in an intervicw that
Rehn spent too e fime in the
region narth of Tdrionton and
that he was often a ne-show to
meetings. And when he was
present, he was unprepared,
warman said, o say that that's
frustrating and disappointing is
an understatement.”

Rehn was one of several UCP
members wha lefl Canada over
Christmas tu vacation in sunny
hat spots, despite the govern-
ment urging Alberlans 1o stay
home to prevent the spread of
COVITD-19
— The Canadian Press
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