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Downtown businesses add Uptown to their mix

Locally owned
clothing store and
bakery set up shop

ANDREW A. DUFFY
Timos Calonist

Dale Olsen has been in the
clorhing business for more rthan
30 years and in that time has
learned a thing or two about
heing either aliead of, ar ar least
sun trend,” which may explain
why his new store, the third
Dutlooks For Men on the Tsland,
has opened at Uptown.

The new store apened an
Good Friday at the Sasnich vut-
door shopping centre, and is the
latest in a serics of local retail-
ers and service providers who
have decided fo malke the move
ar expand 1o the centre.

<1 just came to terms with
the Fact that Victoria is a bigger
Town now and is growing con-
stantly,” =aid Olsen from his new
4,000 3quare foot space. “There
are people, who for whatever
reason, don’t get downtown; this
5 an apportunily Lo pul what
front of 4 different set of

” Uptown now has 32 local
businesszes amid its town-centre-
styled outdoar mall. which
features major anchor tenants,
Walmart, Whale Faads and Test
Tuy.

{sen’s move is the most
recent addition, and it
ment to his Fairly optimistic out-
ook that he would open and pro
cure inveniory Tor a new store in
the midst of o pandemic,

“T'm convinced we will even-
tually get oul of this." he said, of

Dale Olsen at his new Outlooks for
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4 pundemic that has had o severe
impact on refail aperations and
supply chains worldwide and
limired the number of customers
in the new store to 10k at any time.

For Olsen, the new store
his tirst locarion remains apen
al 534 Vales St downitown and
there is a second in Duncan
—is a chance to take on the
challenging tmes amd create
new Customers.

SThis is aloul recouping Tost
dollars.” he said, noting they
will carry the same lines and
affer the same high-end serviee

and in-house tailoring they do gt
their ather locations.

What iL’s notl aboul is indicling
downtown, which has been hit
hard during the pandemic.

en suid he still loves down-
o and points out the ares
was thriving just belore the
pandemic hit last vear. It was
Teally hifting its stride a year
amnd a half ago,” he said, “For
evervhody who thinks downtown
is in trouble, there’s another per
son moeving into a condo, Even-
Tually, downtown will be great
again. Until we get people back in

MceLenahan - 55th
John & Claudette

Men store at Uptown: “This was an opportunity to put what I do in front of a different set of eyes.”

their offices [ expect downtown
will he tough for a little while.”

Tom Moore agrees.

The co-owner and chef ot
Crust Rakery also said he still
loves doewntown — Crust's first
location opened in 2013 ar 730
Forl St and remains a papalar
destinativn — but when the pan-
demic hit and they saw numbers
dwinidle they lelt 4 need to lake
their food to another locadon
and TTplown was delinitely the
“up and coming spot.”

Crusr built a kinsk at UTptown
last fall. "“However, il docsn’t
mesn we have abandoned down-
town by any means,” he said.

Adoure said the sheer nummber
of people living downiown in
new condos has helped make up
for the significant reduction in
the number of peaple working
in the core. “IUs still busy. Thoere
may be fewer cars and less peo-
ple going inta town bur ir's ner
veally affecting things.™

The attraction for Crust to
Tiprawm was the wolume af pen-
ple, vase of parking, access and
the wav the centre does busi-
ness. “They have Doon gread,
mmade it very mueh worth my
while and have heen nothing hut
Funtastic,” Movre suid. “We love
it there, we absolure. ?

MMoare said his business
prides itselfl on doing things &
‘certain way, striving for excel-
lence Ltheir customers can
count on and he f‘:lurul kindred
ar Uptown. “They fit our
business model, we like Lo da
things properly, we don't cut

i

corners, and thuat was reflected
at Uptown,” he said, adding it
was obvious Mvom 111(. roanicured
pardens tu their sucial media
presence. “There’s a really good
fevl there .aml it fits our style
beaurifull

Fnsuring a sirong local pres-
enve at the centre has been o
guiding principle of Tptown
since it started. said Wristy
Lowes, who has been with the
centre since hefore it opened
fur business 10 years ago. “We
always wanred to have a combi-
nation of national retailers, the
premier big-box stores and then
the independent and specitically
local i ¥Wictoria vetailers,” she
said. 1t provides an additional
option when customers decide 1o
shop Uptown — they are oflen
surprised when they come that
they can find a lot of their local
independents when they come
for groceries ar arher thin

Thal local compancnt will be
an important part of the mix as
Tprawmn adds a residential com-
pur\ent in the nent few vedrs,

doore said the pandemic,

which Fareed C‘l LlSl Lo shut down
un Fort Street for 4 month last
vear, was a bit of a hlessing in
disguise as it allowed him ans
partner Crystal Moore to rejig
the business plan and consider
expunsion 1o Uplown, “Busi-
nesses are reallv suffering
and we arc lucky 1a have
an opportunity to get our prod-
uet out there and get a bit more
cxposure,” he said. A lidle heard
work has paid off.

Province to improve

cellular service from
Sooke to Port Renfrew
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A neterious cell phone dead
Zone betwesn Sool and Port
Renfrew should be eliminafed
by £ull,

The province said wireless
infrasiruciure along a 70-kilomae-
tre stretch of Highway 14 will be
in place by Oct. 31, connecting
more than 1,200 houscholds as
well as emergency responders
and the thousands of rravellers
who fregquent the beaches and
trails along the route.

The project will also bring
cellular service to Port Renfrew,
Shirley, Ofter Paint and Jordan
River, s well as the Pacheedaht
First Nation communities of
Gordon River 2 and Pacheena 1.

A highwely Test ares near the
entrance tn Sombrio Beach, a
popular surfing hotspot, will be
upgraded to provide a Wik con-
nection, impraving safety and
vonvenicnee for people passing
through or coming to enjoy a
view of the acean or a hike down
the trails, the pm\rmt,e i

The announcement hem“
welcomed by Civst o cspondcrs,

“Like SU MANY STOSFEZENCY
responders, [we] have come o
rely apan cellular service Tor
wvoice and ta communications,”
said Vickic Weber, scnior man-

apger of Juan de Fuca Search and
Rescue.

“Many online resources
enhance our capabilily and
response to people who may
e having a life-threatening
CICTECICY-
We lnow it will have a sig-
nificant impact on any [search-
and-rescue | emergency along
this route,” she said

Funding Far the praject is
from the province's Stronger
T.C. Foonomic Recovery Plan,
which included a one-time
o0 million grant to the
Connecting Tiritish Columbia
progrim to expand high-speed
inrermet and cellular access
in rural and Indigenou s commu-
nities.

The Connecting Tirigish
Colurmbia program provides
arants rhat help service provid-
ers with the costs of building
infrastructure.

Rogers Communications has
been s cled Lo reccive up Lo
5149 million to build the cell
tower infrastructure

In & statement, Premier John
Ilorgan, whose riding includes
the arca, said a cellular sig-
nal provides “peace of mind
knnwing you can qmy i fouch ...
and call lor help if iCs necded.
This investment will malie a real
difference far peaple.

Just ask nnd’ we il show you how fo Do-lt-Yaursalf

cmm Us of 875 Viewficld Ro.
5

uest

Reproduced with permission of copyright owner. Further repreduction prohibited without permission.

PDF GENERATED BY PROQUEST.COM

Page 64 of 105



