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THE ISLAND

Law Society members decline to debate

Three teams (o
submit proposals

Pro

for muscum
in Colwood

The provinvial government has
narrowed its search for bidders
10 design and build the Royal
B.C. Museum’s new collections
and research building in Col-
weaad.

‘Lhe facility in Colwood's
Toyal Bay district will hause
1he muscum’s collections and
research department, as well
as the B.OC. Archives, and will
provide dedicated research labs
and learning spaces. It will also
ke The muscLen mare aeees-
sible to British Columbians who
live and wark ourside of down-
tuwn Victorid,

Construction is expected to
creale aboul 950 jobs

‘L'he three teams invited ta
participate in the request for
pr oposeﬂs arc

= Kinetic Construction Lrd.
Smilh Bros. & Wilson (T30 Tad.
and Wright Holdings lnc., with
Triamond and Schmitt Archi-
1cets, Tne. and Aspecl Structural
Engineers Canada L,

= Ledear Design-Build {B.0.)
Ine, and Knappett Projects Tne.,
with John Measlan and Parters
anr] Tast + Tpp Structural Tngi-

. 1\1.—;1-;19 Reinders Construc-
tors Lid., with Michacl Green
Avrchitecture Inc.and Equilib-
rium Consulting Tne.

The reguest For proposals is
the second stage of the procure-
ment pracess to select a design-
build team. Ground-breaking
for the new museum facility
and archives is expecled 1o lake
place next summer. with the pro
ject set ta he completed in 2025,
— Times Colonist
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courtroom gender declaration rule

LOUISE DICKSON
limes Colonis)

The Law Society has rejected a
Vietoria lawyer™s allempl Lo open
debate inte 4 new reguirement
that lawyers state their gender
pronouns al the beginning ol
court proceedings in B.C.

Tamwers have rypically intro-
dueed themselves, then spelled
their last names tor the court
record, bul since December,
B.C. courts have required lav -
wers to alsa srare rheir names,
titles and sender pronouns,

In its notice to the profession,
the provincial court provided an
example of what was expected:

“Ay name iz Ms. Jane Lee,
spelied T-F-F. My pronauns are
sherher I am the lawyer for
Wx. Jo¢ Carter, wha uses thay!
them pronouny x, is
nounced “ny il 15 a gender-
neutral lll'l(‘.fsa'lul‘\l ion, the court
explained.

Sinee the directives were
s have
viced by lawyers on either
side of the issie,” said an Oct
7 article in Conadien Lawyver
magazine. Those in Favour call
eriticism ol the dircelives “akin
tu hate speech,” it said, while
rthose who wanT mare dehate say
ithe other side 18 Lrying Lo censer
their views.

Victoria lawyer Jim TTel-
ler, one of the lawyers pushing
tor more debate, describes the
new direclives as “compelled
speech.”

“It's an aftfront to my sense of
self. [t makes me lie, For me to
tell someone ‘These are my pro
nouns' is based on an assumplion
that they don't know that. Every:
hody who looks at me k]’ln\\ s I'm
a gu; plam and simple”

Fehruary, Heller wrote to
rhe r_-met judges af the provin-
cial and supreme courts asked
that the directives he repealed
and that a more inclusive con-
sultation provess be held, When
that failed, he brought a resolu-
1ion before the Law Socicly alf

. proposing open debate on
The use of pronouns in court pro-
cecdings.

“Ir's simply to affirm the gen-
cral underlying principle that
lawyers do not :hul down debate

13

Yictoria lavwyer Jim Heller wants to have more debate on the pro-

noun directive, which he describes as “compelled speech ™

“For me to

tell someone "These are my pronouns’ is based on an assumption that
they don't know that. Everybody who looks at me knows I'm a guy,

plain and simple "

on contentious issues,” said Hel-
Ter

At the society's annual gen-
eral meering, held vivrually an
e 5, atlendecs voled 58 Lo 42
per cent against Heller's resolu
1on to open debate on the use ol
Prunouns in court proceedings,

Tleller said he's nat disap-
Pointed by the outcome, how
ever. "1t completely proves that
there are a whole 10t of lawyers
who are 1ot happy sbout how
this unfolded.”

Tn its notice 1o the prafes-
siom, the provincial court ssdd
the information is important to
improve expericnees within the
legul syarem for gender-diverse
parties and lawvers. 1t also
mcans lawycrs will not have 1o
raize the issue only after incor-
Teet titles or pranouns are used.

The Court hopes its new
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notice will contribute to a
culiure thal is inclusive and
respectful of everyone.”

Clare Jennings, presidenr of
the Canadian Bar Associalion of
B.C.. spoke against Heller's reso
lurian, calling it “an arrack en the
equality of transgender people.”

ransgender peaple have a
higher rate of legal prablems
that require resolution by the
cnurt, vet they have lower [rust
in and access o the legal sys-
tem, said Jennings.

“Significant con
tors Lo this are ongoing transpho-
hin, misgendering and its associ-
ated harms. Reing able 1o wark
with o transgender lav\. Fyer. and
feeling safe 1 m are
Lwr S1CDS 11|a1 Lan I1<.lp these cli-
ents. " she sai

The courts are f-ving io
create a more mclugive SpHCe

where all participants in the
justice system Feel safe and are
able to focus oo the issues, said
Jennings.

“This is an imporiant par
of aecess to justic:
whether the courts s
sale space Tor Lran
ple creates u barrier to justice,™
she said.

Vicloria lawyer Michac] dul-
ligan noted that although the
resalution didn't pass, the vore
was cluse.

“And there was a debate about
il in teems of debaving whoether
there should be a debate. All
kinds af pesple weighed in and
discussed it online,™ said hMul-
ligan, noting that Supreme Court
Justice s are 51l refereed 10 as
RYEY ; My Lord,

Ile helieves fhe new direc-
tves are helpful in being
respectful and addressing
peaple the way they want ta be
Hdidres sed, But he suggested the
court could adope a more neutral
way of addressing people than
pender declaration,

One way ta deal with the
pushback against the use of pro-
Touns and the gender declars-
Tion is (o use something neutral
like the term counsel, said Mul-
Liggan.

“Or you could, in an opoen-
ended way, say Plegse intro-
duce yourself in the way you
wish 1o be addressed.” TF T want
to be Counsel Mulligan, fine. I'm
sure from the judicial perspec-
tive, it's helpful having people
indicate what they prefer, other
wise you've el gucssing.™

2ulligan noted that another
less-controversial resolution thar
did pass directs the Law Soviety
to allow lawvers to indicate their
pronouns and Forms of address
Un the lawyer directory on the
society's wehsire.

The resolution also asked Tor
technical support to allow men-
hers from diverse communities
Lo list their traditivoal names
using characters and to support
pronunciation guides for
non-Enplish names.

1 think it's going to he very
uselul. IF vou don’t know the per-
SO, Vou' re nut poing to misiden-

tify them,” said Mulligan.
Idicksends mescelonist.com

Swearing on the Bible
a COVID court casualty

LOUISE DICKSON
limes Colonist

The familiar courtroom image
of & wilness placing their hand
om the Bible and swedring to
tell “the iruth, the whale Truth
and nothing butl the trath,™ has
hecome a COVID casualty.

Tiibles and ather religious
books have been removed from
courtrooms due o health and
salcty protocols Tor in-person
procesdines

For now, everyone tesiify-
ing in 4 court case must simply
promise to tell the truth, saving:
“T solemnly alTirm that he cvi-
dence to be given by me shall be
the truth, the whnle rrurh, and

cau, by affivmation.” said v
toria lawyer Michael Muolligan,
“Ir came in hecause they didn't
want 1o sanilize the Tible. The
courts didn't want to have every-
hody handling the same bonk.™
S1ill, Mulligan questions why
the court reguires witness to
dcch: e their religious beliefs.

I think it’s a4 good change,
hecause it would mean evervone
woming in would have W inake
A pender declaration and = reli-
ginus declaratian befare you
have anyihing Lo say."” he said.

The Bible isn't the only item
used For swearing oaths in court
the provineisl court website

says colourful aaths have heen

administered in B.C. courts in
the past

Until about Five yedrs ago, the
desk hook for clerks contained
the Chicken vath, Lhe Candle
wath and the Saucer oath.

Tistorically, “some Chinese
people wanied (o perform a
Chicken nath and this required
court to he adjourned, while
the court clerk procured 3 male
chicken,” said Mulligan

The courl and Lthe jury went
vutside, candles were lit, the
chicken was (IEc'InlfafEl‘] and the
with was spuken by the witness

— “Being a true witness, 1 shall
cnjoy happiness and my sans
und grandsons will prosper for-
ever If T give false evidence T
shall dic on the streel, carth will
destroy me and 1 shall forever
suffer in adversity and all my
wffspring will be exterminsted”
—_then the paper was urned.

Torthe Candle path, a wilness
placed their rizght hand over a
lighted candle, saying: *T will rell
the truth, the whoele wuth, ancd
nothing but the truth, and if 1 do
nat may my soul be extinguished
as 1 queneh this Mame

For the Saucer nath, a witness
knelt down and struck a china
saucer aodinst the witness box,
The clerk would declare: “Vou
shall tell the trath and the whole
truth; the saucer is cracked and
if ¥ou de not tell the cruth yaur
soul will be cracked lilee the
saucer.”

carch crews look
for Montreal man
at China Beach

Search-uand rescue crews
resumed a search Saturday for
& missing Montreal man whose
rented maororhome was found ar
China Neach Friday.
Twentv-seven Juun de Fuca
search-and-rescue volunteers
were in the arca until midnight
Friday looking tor Jean-hMichel
Cabanes, who was 1ast seen an
Ot 14 in Saanich, 1'he 70-vear
old was reported missing afrer
he Failed 1o rewarn the renied
motorhome as expected on Lues-
day and did nor board his flight
home to Montreal on Uhurs day,
Saanich police believe the
moLorhome was parked al China
Beuch for one week. Palive sy
Cabanes plammed to spend some

Jean-Michel Cabanes picked up
a rental motorhome in Saanich
that was due to be returned
Oct. 26, but failed to return it
ar to board his flight home to
Montreal. vis seanicE POUCE

days on the Island.

“ubanes is described as white,
six-foat-twa and 240 pounds with
groy hair He speaks Muent Fng-
lish with a French asccent.

Tolice ask anyane with informa-
tiun on the case to call them at
2504754321, Times Colonist
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