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Search called
off for man
whose rented
motorhome

was found
abandoned

Times Colonist

‘U'he search for 4 missing Quebe

nan whose rented motorhome
was discovored in a parking lot
al Ching Beach has been called
att and police said Monday there
arc na new leads.

Vickie Weber of Juan de Fuca
Search and Rescue said efforts
1o locate F0-year-old Jean-kichel
Cabanes were unsuccessiul over
the weelkend.

‘I'he motorhome rented by
Cabanes was found Friday at
China Beach, west of Jordan
River, one of the starting points
af the rugaed Juan de Fuca
Mlarine Trail.

“We did not locate him |after]
anocher very hard day Far the
search crews,” Weber said in an
email.

TWe are very disappoinied
that we could not locate him and
help to hring closure ta his fam-
ily

Saanich police said Monday
there have been no dovelap-
ments in the case. They believe
the maotorhome was at China
Ticach at least a week belore i
was discovers,

Cabancs \\aﬂ Jast seen on Oct.
14 in Saa . The Montreal man
was repnrted missing by Fam-
ily after he failed to return the
rented motorhome on ot 26
and did not board his flight home
Ot 28,

Crews bepsn their search
Triday afternoon, with teams
coming from Coewichan, Salt
Spring Island, Metchosin, the
Saanich Peninsula, Ladysmith
and Nanaimo to assist Juan de
Truca searchers

Weber said the arca has
“treacherous terrain” with cliffs
and ravines, and a storm pack-
ing rain and strong winds the
previous weel felled trees and
Lranches and made occan waves
dungerous.

“Tt's an area where people can
easily pet turned aroumnd. Search
and rescue has been called to
this arca many, many times,"”
Veber sail in 8 message over
the weekend.

Tt wasn't immediately clear
when searches in the ares would
canrinue.
dklusterzti mescolonist.oom

Jean-Michel Cabanes picked up
a rental motorhome in Saanich
that was due to be returned
Oct. 26, with plans to travel
araund the Island, but failed to
return it or to board his fi
home to Montreal
VLA SEANICH BOLICE

The Saanich Fire D

partment responded to a blaze at an apartment on Cook Street on Sunday. One
resident of the bui dlng died in the fire. AUrsss TErrer

Smoking believed to have
sparked fatal Saanich fire

PEDRO ARRAIS
Times Colonist

Residents of 4 Saanich apart-
ment building near the Cedar
Hill GolIlf Course are gricving
after the death of vne of the
building’s residents, whn died in
a live on Sunday night

Saanich Fire Department was
alerted ta the tire ar the Manle-
wuull Green Apartrments al the
intersection of Cools Street and
Maplewaad Road at S=30 pam.
and responded with 18 firefight-
ers and three en es‘ as well as
a ladder and & o lrack.

Elml'lghters o eablny
extinguish the blaze in abour
15 minules, containing il Lo &
single suite. When they entered
the one-bedroom suirte they
discovered the body of 3 middle-
aged woman, who lived alone
with her Tomeranian, which
snrived the fire

On NMandavw, fire investigarors
suid they believe the fire was
accidental and likely caused by
smoking. The building adopted a
no-smoking policy in
Telruary 2017, hur tenants wha
were smoking in their suiles
before that time were allowed to
cantinue.

Al of the units in the 122-unit
apartment building, which has
ihree wings, were equipped wilh
individual smoke detectors. with
a central alarm that alerred resi-
dents 1o Sunday night®s fire, The
building, which first opened to
rentals in 1972, does nat have a
sprinkler system

he fire was discovered by
ane of Lhe building's residents,
whis was on her way to look sfter
aneighbour's cat. As she was
walking down the hall, s
a whimpering sound behind the
door af the apartment. When she
opened the dovr to investisate,
the Pomeranian rushed out,
along with a wall of smoke

Julie Kines in front of the Maplewood Green apartment complesx.
nes, who lives two doors from the suite affected by Sunday night's
fire, credits the Saanich Fire Department for its quick response, which

she believes prevented the fire from spreading to adjoining units.
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“We are d close-knit commu-
niry here. Bvervhady warches
aul for cach other and last night
we saw that as well, with people
knncking on doars and helping
people, including those with
mnhility issues, our of the build-
ing,” said Julic Kines, wha has
lived in the building for about L0
wears

She credils the Saanich
Fire Department for its guick
Tesponsc, ich she believes
provented the Tive Trom spread-
ing tn adjoining units. Warer
damane may he 1ess of an issue,
as the spartment at the centre of
the fire is located directly above
1}:(. buxldu\; ooy pool.

he building was evacuated
rempm-am r and most of the
residents returned to their suites
later, with no residents displaced,
according 1o Saanich Fire.

Kines, who lives two doors
from the affected suire, chose 1o
spend the rest of the night with a
friend. A couple adjacent to the
burnt-nut apartment left

Monday 1o stay with their son
for a few das.

While there was no formal
snnouncement of the Catality,
some residents had a had
foeling.,

We were standing around
the parking lat and her Pomera-
mian was with us — but she was
nowhere to be seen. We sus-
pected ‘u that time,” said chN
whia w the woman in t
:ﬂ'fected suite in passing.

The viclim's body was
wheeled out of the building
ahour noon on Monday., She will
be identified after next of kin is
located and not
parr s limes colanisl.com

Wireless
connections
to Port
Renfrew
delayed

DARROM KLOSTER
Times Colonist

The dead wone for cell phones
hetween Snnke and Port
Renfrew will stay that way at
leaszr until nexr vear.

Rugcls Communications, the

any contracted to build cell
Toens along the remore section
of Highway 14, said the project
has faced challenges, including
global shortages of key telecom
ment and steel.
& provineisl government
annbunced last spring the infra-
structure would be in place by
the end of (dcrober to provide
the wircless servics so dos-
perately needed by residents,
search-and-rescue operarars and
the thousands who use the Lrails
and beaches along Juan de Fuca
arine Trail.

“Our crews are hard at work
on huilding seven new cellular
Lowers Lo expand wircless ser
wice for customers along Hizh
way 14," a spokesman For Rag-
wry said in an email Monday.

“We remain dedicated to the
completion of 1his important
project as we daddress the global
equipment and steel shortage,
complexitics of abtaining build-
ing permits as well as the chal-
lenging lerrain in the arca.”

The spolkesman sdic the com-
pany is on track to have cover
age in service in 2022, but d
not narrew dewn the date,

At least twn of the tawer
sites have been identificd and
one of the stroctures is up on 8
rock face. Fach site has to he
approved by guverning bodies
along the 70 kilometre route,
meluding First Nations.

e Hicks, director of the
Juan de Fuca lectoral Area,
said cell service is cascntial Mor
search-and rescue teams and
the thousands of hikers drawn fo
the area. as well as shout 1,200
residents. "Nobody is going to
e lying in a ditch with a broken
lex wondering if help is going
to cnme " TTicks said. “This is
something that's desperately
needed for safet;

The project will alsa bring
cellular service Lo Port Henfrew,
L Otter Point and Jordan
River, as well as the Pacheedant
First INation communities of
Gorden River 2 and Pacheena 1.

A highway resl arca near
the entrance to Sombrio Beach,

a papular surfing spot, will be
upgraded to provide a Wi-Fi con-
nection, improving safety and
convenicnee for people passing
throuph or coming to enjoy the
trails. the province said.

¢ announcement is being
welcomed by First responders

SLike S0 Many Cmergency
responders, | we | have come to
rely upen cellnlar service for
vaice and data communications,”
said Viclie Weber, senior man
ager of Juan de Tuca Search
smal Heseue, “Meany eoline
resources enhance our capabil
ity and response to people who
may be having a life threatening
emergency.

Fumnding for the project is
from the provinee’s Stronger
T.C. Foonamic Recovery Plan,
which included a one-time
S0-million grant to the Connect-
ing Brirish Calumbia program
to expand high-speed internet
and cellular access in rural and
Incdigenous communitics.

Rogers Communications was
selected to receive up to $4.0
million to build the cell tower
infrastructure.
dkloster@timescalanist. com
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