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J-Pod back in Salish Sea with h

DARRON KLOSTER
Times Colonist

All 25 members of J-1'ad have
returned to Halish Sea,
including the newesi member,
born in late Februsary.

The pod of endangered
southern resident killer whales
appeared just off Pender 1sland
an Tuesday and has been hunting
Tor chinook salmon avoursd Haro
&trait, the TS, San Juan Islands,
Active Pass and The Strait of
Georpid toward the Fraser
River.

Scicntisl Monika Wicland-
Shields of the Orea Behavior
Tnstiture said ir's only the second
time in the past five vears that
J-Pod has appeared in the Salish
Sca in May. That’s a good sign,
she zaid. and the fact the pod
seems ta be sticking around indi-
catles there is chinook salmon Mor

vhales to feed on.

Chinpok salmon is The pringi-

suurce uf fovd fur the :.Uulh'
e1n resident population of o
whose numbers in J-, K- and
Lepods have dwindled to 7S,

Traditionally, J-Pod spen
muest of the summer in the Salish
seu, but with declining chinools-
salmaon stocks the Family af
oreas has had Lo look clsewhere
10 feed. Lately, the pod has been
arviving closer Lo June amd cven
July.

“We're very hopeful they
atick around and Cind cnough
tish, aid Wieland-Shields.

The newest member of
the pud, three-month-old J5%,
appeared healthy and active,
said Wicland-Shiclds, wha pholo-
graphed the baby with its mom.

calthy calf

Mother 137 and calf J59 photographed from shore at Lime Kiln Point 5tate Park on 5an Juan Island on May 24.
MOMIK S WIELAND SHIELDS, ORCA DEHAWIOR IMSTITUTE

137 Hy'shqa, off Lime Kiln Point
State Park on San Tuan Tsland
on Tuesday, J59's sex hasn’L yel
heen determined.

The call looked r
said Wieland-Shields.
super active, spy-hop
rolling avournd. Her mother and
big brother were giving (the
calf] piggvhack rides.

‘U'he vverall health of the pod
was also deemed to be good.
Wicland-Shiclds and other orca
seientists have managed to

see all of the members from
the sides and top, but she said
drone video will provide a more
detailed lonk at their bodies
“While they wore very spread
wut heading south, they grouped
up gaing north, malking it an
capicially impressive sight 1o
=ee all 25 whales together"”
Wieland-Shields said she
doesn’t know exactly where the
pod b, pent the past several
months, bul suspeets i1 may be
wn the west coast of the Lsland,

around Tofino.

“The Fact they have returned
is & hopeful sign,” she sai

I-Pnad is the largest snuthern
resident group at 33 members,
while K-pud has 17.

The Center for Whale
Roscarch on San Juan Tsland
does annual counts of the pods
each July and December

Boaters are being reminded
distance from the
killer whalcs. For the thivd con-
secutive year, the Department

of Fisheries and Oceans said
weasels must stay at leasi 400
metres from all killer whales
in southern British Columbia
coastal warers between Camp-
bell River and Ucluelet, includ-
ing Barkley and Iowe Sound
The rule is in effeet undil May
31, 2023,

There are also special Fisher-
jes closures in “sanctusry sones™
around the Gulf Islands for the
southern residents,
dklester@timescolonist. com
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Juan de Fuca Trail reopens
after infrastructure repairs

DARRON KLOSTER
Times Cofonist

Four larise bridezes, sight smaller
spans and several seciions nf
stairs and boardwalks lm\'L. L]L‘LI]
replaced on the Juan de

TWlarine Trail, giving hlkm q wld(:—
apen aceess aller nearly @ year
of detours and section closire.

B.C. Parks spokeswoman Gina
Bugslap said crews have
completed much af the wark over
1the past six months, including
complicated cliff ladder syatems
near Bear Beach campsite that
were destroyed by a landslide
that closed the secrion last
Dctaber,

The majority of the repair
work was done berween Chin
Bedch and Mystic Beach camp-
sites  the most difficult sectic
al the trail, said Rugslag

‘'he 47-kilometre Juan de
Fuca Trail runs from China
Ticach o Port Renlrew, Tollow-
ing the old telegraph cable that
connectad Bamtield and Victoria
in the late 18005, 11 joined the
provincial park system in 1995,
with major trail infrastructure
built using A lesaey fund from
the 1994 Victoria Commonwealth
Games.

All of the infrastructure is
caming ta the end of its |
the same Lime, which posed c.half
lenges, Bugslag said

" me wind and rain
storms often tepple trees and
wash awav sections of the trail,

she said, especially in sectivns
where steep ravines lead to the
acean and are prone to land-
slides, “It's always dn onguing
challenge to maintain the frail.”

B.C. Parks 1his yoar allocatod
$21.5 million over three years
10 expand ourdoor recreation
Tacilitics across the province.
The repairs on the Juan de Fuca
cast §700,000 and were com-
pleted by two contracted crews,
Helicopters were used to haul
ot old picees of bridges and
boardwalls, as well as carrying
in wood For rebuilding.

Like the West Coast Lrail,

F5-kilmmertre route from
Tam icld Lo Porlt Renfrew, the
Juan de Fuca can be wet and
muddy from start to
rinish — and it's been ver 3
as the spring and summer hiking
seasan starts

duan de Fuca Search and
Rescue had crews nut Thursday
searching for two lost hike
after receiving a call overnisht.

Kathryn Farr, depury chief
af the search and rescie opera-
tion, said no details were imme-
diately available on the status
al the search, She said calls Tor
rescues will become more cmm-
mon as Lhe hiking scason gots
underway.

“0Ome month we might get four
calls, the nexst it could be Lawa,
she said.

“The trail is muddy, which is
t\ pical fur the West Coust 'Lrail

nd the Juan de Fucs Trail

wven wesll into the summer.™
with no cell service in the
area, Farr said hikers should get
L the beach and call 911 through
.5 roaming services.
-preparation
from AdventureSmart, promoted
hy B Parks and .Juan de Fuca
Scarch and Rescue, said Tallen
trees and other natural detours
aff the trail can cause hikers “ta
wasily become lost in the dense
forest, even if only a few metres
rom the L

Knowing the tide tables is
Aalso essenrial, as many nar!i nf
1he trail are an the beach. h
tdes can push hikers into the
Forest where there are no trails,
invreasing the possibility of get-
Ting lnst.

Hikers arc adviscd 10 come
prepared with good boots and
maiters, waterpraaf wear and
watra fowd and water,

Bugslas said it's also essential
10 prepare a teip plan, and let
wthers know your schedule.

And be prepared for lots of
tree roots and 1o "embrace the
mud,” said Bugslag. “You just
can’t avolid it."”

She said the Juan de Fuca is
used by about 40,000 hikers each
car Dased on Fegisration i irs
backeusuntry camping program,
though the number is likely
much higher, with day uscrs
having road aceess t sections
af the trail ar several locarions
slonp the route,
ciklosteri@ timescolo nist.com

Thieves take art from Cd,mpbdl River charity

Campbell River RCMP are searching for
w0 pieces of art taken from a charity

aver the long weekend,

e is o framed grizzly print by Brent
while the other is a hand-painted

I. Smith,
drum by Greg Henderson.

Const. Maury Tyre said tor now, the
art can be returned with no questions
asked. but if someone is found to be in
possession of The missing pieces thrauah
a police invesligation, they could end up

being charged with possession of
praperty abrained by

“At this puint in time, we're hoping that
the thieves can redirect their moral com-
pass, as the charily is really just

et its art bac! ‘Iyre said.

The art can be returned to the
Compbell River RCMP at
Dogwood St

Call the detachment al 250-286-6221

with any infurmation.
Times Colonist
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A hand-painted drum by Greg Henderson is one of twa

pieces of art taken from a Campbsll River charity.

1A CAMPBILL RIVER RCMP

Public hearing on

new

es of housing

for Victoria delayed

ANDREW A DUFFY
Times Colanist

A public hearing into what the
city calls its "missing middle™
housing progeam will be put of T
until lute summer. which means
it might not he considered
bolfore the nex clection, afier
council vored Thursday to refer
the maiier back Lo ils stall for
more public input.

The goal af the program is ta
amend bylaws, land-use proce-
dures and official community
plans ro permiit infill, house-
plexes and corner tewnhouses in
some neighbourhoods.

O Thursday, most of coun-
cil sided with Coun. Ben 1sitt,
wha suggested the matier be
referced back Lo stall Lo convene
A publit-engagement workshop
and report hack with 1he resulis.

Isitl, who has pushed o delay
the process over recent wesks,
has said ho would Tike Lo sce
reguirements for affordable units
included in the mare dense hous-
ing options the stralegy proposcs.

“The zoal of the missing middle
housing program is fo increase

e nunber of housing options in
Vieroria so families can stay in
Lhe cily, while reducing depend-
eney on cars and ensuring new
housing develapments suir the
character of neiphbourhdls and
preserve heritage,

Where soning currently only
allews for single-Tamily homes,
it would allow duplexes, tri-
plexes and Four-plexes as well
as townhouse projects on assem.
hled land.

1sitl said Thursday the
changes are complex and apply
o maore than thres-guarters af
the ci nd baze, “So 1 think
reasonable for us tn ensure
e pubilic has had an opporiu-

an adeguate opportunicy, ta
canaider whatrs nroposed, that
there’s been a proper anulysis,
hoth by the public and by council,
of the potential advantages and
dissdvantages of the proposed
regulatary approach,” he said

The delay will allow extra time
i derermine how the program
cauld he refined ta optimize
affordubility and reduce lhe risk
of land speculation, Isitt said

Siding with Taitl were cauncil-
lors Geotf Young, sharmarle
Tubhow, Stephen Andrew and
Charlayne Thorntun-Joe.

*L o think it needs more
said Thorntan-Jag. “T also
feel that we need 1o bring people

o

along swith us and support this
and celebrate thiz as a positive
initiative. “T don’t think T want
to give people more stress than
thev already are enduring.

Bul Mayor Iisa Helps, who
voted agdinst 1sitt's motion,
alang with councillprs Marianme
Allo, Jeremy Laveday and Sarah
Potts, said the only thing accmmn
phr.hcd Thursday was Lo delay
until the next council 4 stratewsy
that could actually he part of the
hausing solutian.

Helps said there has alreads
heen rwrn Fears of consultarion
with the public and affected
staleholders and countless
haurs of city staff looking at the
strategy from every angle.

“There's nnthln“ one more
workshop will do,” she said in an
interview. “Oar staff have done
a comprehensiv r: study 1o bring
Lhis forward. SO more cngage-
ment is not going to bring us any-
thing now. T's just going 1o lake
more time, And whils we're sit-
ting there engaging, the costs of
Lownhouses are going 1o canlinue
to rise. " While the impact of the
missing middle program isnt
knuewn, Helps said, the result of
doing nmhmg isg m_msmve.ly escn
lating costs of housing in aur cily
and in our region.

ITelps said The pragram is
not 4 silver bullet, but part of &
suite of initiatives to tackle the
hausing crisis. “This is nol the
sffordable-housing initiative, its
the attainable home ownership
initiative,” she said. “The expe-
dited affordable housing and the
wvillages and corridars planning
|strategy | is the allferdable and
the rental-housing initiative.”

Helps said increasing housing
costs make it ever more difficule
to attract city staff, doctors,
Leachers, mechanics and profes-
sivmals to Victoria.

o <ould be pare of the solu-
Lign,” she said. “We could help
with these problems by getting
oul of the way so more housing
can be built, We need to m
it easier to build homes that
familics who live in our city
afford it is that simple.

T1eins said it's unrealistic
expect stalf to report back with
the results of annther enzage-
ment warkshop, which is yel 1a be
scheduled, before the fall, "1 very
much doubt we'll get to a public
hearing on this before the elec-
tion, which I think is a real disser
vice 1o the public,” she said
aduffy@E imescolenist.oom
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Three arrested after bear spray attacks

Victoria police are looking for
witnesses and dashcam video
after three people in a vehicls
reportedly spraved pedestrians
wilh bear spray carly Monday
Puolice responded to a report

ahour 3 a.m. thar the nccupants
uf 4 black Mervedes had sprayed
people in the area of Douzlas
and Yales sireets as they drave
past, then fled the ares.

Officers found four vietims,

two of whom needed treatment
from T3.C. Ambulance Service
paramedics, The suspect vehicle
was located a short time later
near Government and Fisgard
streets. Uhe three men inside
were arreated For assaulr with a
weapon and luter released with o
court date and conditions.

Call Victoria police a1 25(-995-
7654 with information.
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