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Premier John Horgan signs condolence book for Queen
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Premier John Horgan signs the book of condolence for Quesn Eli
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
at 1401 Rockland Ave. from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily.

book of e at the

1l at the B.C.

on . The public can sign the
book is

ta Friday.
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Calls for help, remote work
become easier as cell towers
arrive for Sooke-Port Renfrew

DARRON KLOSTER
Times Colonist

The notorious dead zonc for cellphones
between Sooke and Port Renfrew iz
expecied to come alive by the end of the
wear — 14 monlhs later than originally
promise:

Rogers Communications said it staried
wonstriction this month oo fowe ccll tow-
ers that will provide continuous coverage
over the F-kilometre span along Highway
14,

Two other towers within Port Renfrew
are also underway., while a scvenh steue-
ture, just west of Sooke, was completed in
early June.

“It can't wme soon envugh,” said Karl

of people anxiously waiting to have that
comnecrion.”

‘r'he provineidl government announced
in April 2021 that the infrastructure for
cellular seeyice would e in place by Oeto-
ber 2021 w provide the wireless service so

desperately needed by residents, search-
and-rescuc operators and the thousands
who use the trails and beaches along Juan
de Fuca Marine Trail

Mike Hicks, who represents the Juan
de Fuca Electoral Area for the Capital
Regional District, said zoning For all
seven tower sites wis approved early last
wear, but the project has seen frustrating
delays.

Kogers has cited labour shortapes and
supply-chain issues wirth sreel and relecom
components, as well as the challenges of
rugged terrain,

Rogers said it had ta change canstruc-

rinn achedules to follow federal enviran-
mental requirements for wildlife, par-
ticularly to avoid disturbing birds during
nesting seasons.

All seven towers are to be completecd
by the end of the vear and provide S0 cov-
crage along Highway 14 [rom OUler Poinl
to Port Renfrew,

CGiord TTorth, general manager of the
CREST sysiein Lhal provides comergencs
equipment and serwvices to first respond-
n the capital region. said the new
toweer structures will provide 4 “vital link”
to an increasingly busy corridor west of
Sooke.

The ared includes Jordan River and
Shirlev as well as access peints to beaches
on the Juan de Fuca Lrail.

People who are injured or lost or run
inta vehicle trauble often vely an bounc-
ing cell signals off LS, towers to get help
if they are close to a heach. Or They
simply wail until they can find samcona
who can drive intoe Soole.

TIarth said CREST will “piggvhack™ its
transmitters and power systems at five of
n planned towers.

1 give First responders such as
paramedics, police and fire departments
increased channel capaciry, allawing
agencivs lo communicate with each other
in emergencies.

iz will be al T-WeArs t!‘mslrlon For-
lirst responders,” said Hor Us o huge
win because that corridor will only get
busier aver rime."”

B.C. Transit and the B.C. Conservation
Officers Service alao use the OREST sys-
Lem

Ilorth said dealing with access to the
rower sites has heen an issue for Roger:

as the praperties are leased from private,
Forestry and First Nations land owners. 1
thinle their biggest challenge is getting all
1hose leases and agroecments in place with
multiple swmers ... Chat has taken a con-
siderable amount of time.”™

OutFitting the five towers will cost
CREST shout $250,000 at each site, said
Tiorth, and include power, backup genera-
lors and seeur L. :.lu.lu.x 5 Lo house Lrans-
mitter equipm:

Horth said ("RT‘-'T relies on Ragers'
englnee.rmg and modelling of the o
— ranging from 40 metres to &0 metres
'hln!\ — all alang the route From Soake 10
Port Renfrew, The “daisy-chdining” of the
strucfures e‘llsul\’ﬂ comections all down
the line, he sa

The sites are baclked with emerzency
menerators hecause the system is remnre.
Unlike urban cellular systems, which cun
leapFrog to nTher towers in svent of tail-
ures, remate systoms don't have backups.

Vickie Weber, senior manager of Juan
de Fuea Search and Rescue, said the
proup relies on cellular service fur voice
and dats communications in responding to
those with life-threaiening cmergencics.

Cellular service will be “an abso-
lute game-chanzer™ for husinesses and
residents, said Logan Emery, supervi-
sur of guest services for Wild Renfrew,
which operates the Port Renfrew FPulb,
Seaside Coltapes and the West Coase Trail
Ladge.

Timery said even though guests are
informed at the time of booking rosms
thar there is no cell *.er\ﬂce smne still
camplain aboul it alicr 1l:c> arrive.
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Lawsuits filed
in aftermath of
bus crash that
Killed, injured
UVie students

ANDY E. HARNETT
Timas Colonisl

Abour 20 civil lawsuirs have heen filed
related 1o injurics suffered three years
ago today when a bus carvying 45 Uni-
wersity of Victoria students and twa
stalf on a rnm Lrip e Bamficld Marioe

wear students and injuring others

Emma Machado, 18, of Winnipey,
and John (teerdes, 18, from Towa City,
Towa, were killod on Sepl. 13, 2004
when their Wilson™s Transpoertation bus
&lid of F the gravel road ta Tamtield and
wenl down an cmbankment.

The civil notices of claim are not
part of a class-action, though their
¢laims for compensation are similar.

Vietim Sarah ITunrer, who sat hehind
1he tweo students killed and started a
petition calling for safety upgrades
and paving for Ramfield Road, is
represented by Hamsay Lampman
Ehodes in Nanaimo. according to court
documents. Magalic Fya WMeCormack
is represented by Hemmerling Law
in Kelowna, and Tabitha Baarz is rep-
resented by Achcson Sweeney Faley
Sahota in Victoria.

Tnjuries eited include mild to mod-
erate tranmatic brain injury «and posc-
concussive symptoms, broken hones,
<uts and scarring. and post-rranmaric
stress disorder snd depression.

Lawver Rajinder Sahota said he rep-
resents aboul cight of the claimants.

1 would be shocked if any plaintiff is
not dealing with nn"olnﬁ PTSD, and sur-
wivor's puilt  that's TL expres«ed to
me by several of my
cmalional consequences arising from
this accident Hre ds significant us you
can imagine,” said Sahata

Derendants include the Universicy
of Victoria, Wilson's Transportation,
hus driver Tonald Middleton, Smith
‘I'Tans portation Limited, W estern For-
est Produc TFL 44 LP and TFL Gen
cral Pariner, the socicly doing business
as Bamfield Marine Sciences Centr
and the B.C. governmenr via the Minis-
try ol ‘ransportation.

UVice has not filed its defence but
said Monday “wark an our respanses is
in progress and will be Filed once com-

pleted.”
Wilson's Tran, [\(N"I’l‘lan in court
docurments . he sccident and

any resulting in |ury lass. damage or
expense sustained by lhc. plamuﬂ‘ \\ ere
not caused or contributed to by a
Fault or blameworthiness on the
of Wilson's ‘Iransportation and wilsun's
Transportation is not vicariously or
atherwise liable for any such injury.
Toss, damadpe or expense,” Wilson's says
irs bus was “readworthy, and appropri-
ately and adeguately mamLamcd" Trut
zayvs “the accident occurred in whole
arin part duc Lo a defect arising Crom
the inadequate desizn, construction, or
mainrenance af the raad.”

Wesiern Forest Praducts Tne., TRT.
11 LP and TFL 14 General Parter Inc.,
in response to a elaim by bus crash
wvictim Alvzander Hoffman-Ellis, “deny
each and every allegarion of fact con
tained in the glaim

The Crown claims users of Bamfield
Rnad “were warned with signage thar
1he Road was nol & public road, Lhat it
was an industrial road and an active
logging road, and that users shauld
“Use BExireme Caution,”

The province in its respomse points
aut the driver “rafled to NsStruct the
occupants of the bus to wear the seat
helt assemblies provided.”

In court decuments lrom Feb. 22,
2022, Middleton, the bus er, rep
resented by lawver Alison Murray,
denies that the crash was caused or
contributed to by any negligence on his
rart. His notice said the headlighys of
an pneoming vehicle “blinded or oth-
erwise inferfered with his view of the
roadway and causcd ar contribuled 10
the accident
ceharneli@limescolonisl.com
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