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Search continues for mlssmg woman after vehlcle found in Sooke

Juan de Fuca Search and Rescue personnel return to lhe moblie command base during the sean:h for Melissa M:Dev Tt in the SDDkE tholes area on Mnnday. McDevitt, a Victoria
resident, has been missing since Friday when she was last seen heading to a hiking trail. Story, page A3 DARRCH STONC, TIM LS COLONIST

Deadly virus taking toll on wild birds

DARRON KLOSTER
Times Cofonst

While the highly contagious
avian flu hus wiped out millions
af poulrrs hirds across North
America this year populations
of water fowl, raptors and even
crows and ravens are also likely
seving untold losses, say wildlife
rescue rganizations.

“All of (the birds we arc seo-
ing are in areas where humans
find th . hut there are much
more we probably never see
that die in remote areas,” said
Derek Dawns, a bird and wildlife
rehabilitator at the North Island
Wildlife Recnvery Centre in

Lo
we have definitely seen an
uptick in sick birds this year —
gueese, ducks and swans.™
the Mountain Avian Res-
cle Centre in the Comox Valley,
bird rehabilitator Jvl Andersen

Thom Flegel, fiancée Grace McMahon and baby Poppy
Wi THOR FLEGEL

lane Phoenix Flegel.

Ducks swim in Goodacre Lake in Beacon Hill Park. The highly conta-
gious HS5M1 virus has been spreading rapidly from migratory birds to
domestic flocks and wild scavengers such as crows and eagles.
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saidd about 50 birds stricken with

The deadly fMu virus have been
Proughl into Lthe cenlre — some
in the spring, but most during
the Fall migrarion.

‘Uhat includes reess, swans,

JEFF BELL

i

kepl my
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Three davs after Thom Flegel's fam-
s buesiness — Mowser Automaotive —
went up in flames, his fian
McMahon, gave hirth to a baby gu‘l
Uindeterred,
Poppy Jane Phoenix Flegel, der artmsd
ta see the business rise, phoemx 1
from Lhe ashes of Lhe Dec, 6 Tve
‘It's crazy bhecause at about 9:50 on
the 8th Lthe Cire had staried, and on the
9th about 9:50 we were holding baby,”
Tlegel said. “Te's the nnly thing that's

They face many hurdles, however,

starfing with damage ta the irailer the

family lived in behined the business,
which included an Ksso gas station. For

ulls and some sagles broushr
in from the Comox Valley and
Campbell River arcas and as far
away as Salt Spring Island.

Wlast die wirthin 24 haurs or
have to be euthanized.

“We're seeing serious nen-
rolugical svmptoms nut caused
by trauma or poisons,” said

Andorsen, “They are un-co-
wrdinuted, have cloud
discharmes fram rhelr
they ar

eyes or

in a very weakened

not much we can da
it's very sad because
you can see they are suffering.”
The highly conlagious HSM1
wirus has been spreading rapidly
fromn migrarory birds to domes-

tie Mocks sl wild scavengers
such as crows and eagles.,
T n Mu has wiped out

A

an estimated 50,54 million birds
in the United States this year,
making it the country’s deadli-
est outhreak in history. The toll
of chickens, turkeys and other
birds lops the previous record off
million birds that died in an
avian-flu ourbreak in 2015,

1n Cunadas, the poultry indus-

IFamily welcomes baby
in wake of devastating
gas station fire in Bow ser

the time being. the new parents and

haby are stay

ng in his mother's motor

home.

iancée, Grace

they called 1he bal

B

hope."”

“| The trailer] is gning to need to
b eithe
Flegsel,
to keep it so the fire didn’t burn the
trailer down, ™

Boxes of dispers and other baby
things are na longer usable, and “Fears
ancd years ol ools™ are gone, he said.

repaired or replaced.” said
The fire department was able

h the trailer and business, which

has been in the Family Far more than
30 vears, are insured, but Flegel, 24,
said getting the husiness hack tn the
wat 1L was will 1ake
than they will receive from the insur
ance.

considerably mare

=See BLAZE, A2

try is alsp seeing unprecedented
death 1olls on domestic Mocks,
with the culling of 4.6 million
turkeys, chickens and geese on
220 fa.rm:., 1ndud.1ng 1.2 millivn
culled birds in O and anorher
1.1 million W A'Ihcx a. dvian Mu
has hit every province except
Prince Rdward Tsland.

As of Mondeay, B.C. has
#0 farms with ongoing cases
of avian Mu, The highesi ol
sny provinee, The virus was
detecred in six addirional farms
in the Fraser Valley vver the
past three davs.

Awvian Mu is spread through
contact with an infected bird
or its feces or nasal or mouth
seeretions. Farm birds that go
outside are most at risk because
they can come in direct contact
with infected wild bivds or Lheic

Bres,

=See AVIAN FLU. A2

DONATIONS AS OF
DECEMEBER 12

31.cama00
sa00,000
800,000
sroa.nza

Easing the load for
Bridges for Women
participants

=>Story and how to donate, A3
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