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Search continues for woman missing in Sooke area after car found

JEFF BELL
Times Colonist

The search for a 38-yvear-old
woman last seen in surveillance
widen on Friday continued for

a1 third day Menday in the area
al the Tish hatchery al Chariers
River, off Sooke River Road.

Welissa McDevitt spoke ta
her parents in North Caroling
Thursdawv night, then failed to
board a flight as planned out
of Vancouver on Friday to visit
them.

Family members are belicved
t0 be on their waw to the capital
region, {-ﬂld Sooke RO
EKewvin Shaw

WcDewitr's wehicle, a 2015
arey Subaru Forcstor, was Tound

Saturday at the fish hatchery
parking lat after a joint efFort by
Sooke ROMI? amd poelice in Viclo-
ria, where she lives.

Surveillance viden of
MeDevite from just before
2 p.m. Friday was located that
shows her approaching trails
from the parking lot. She was
wearing a burgundy long-
sleeved tup and blue pants, and
carrying hiking poles.

Juan de Fuca Scarch and Res-
cue personnel, a Saanich police
dog and ROMP air services
were brousht in 1o help Took for
MeDewitt, :

I\-ICDEV]'I is l‘]eﬂc]‘lhed as
petite — ubout fve Feet tall and
slim — and weighing about 105
pounds, and could initially show

signs of cognitive delay. She has
alopecia but could be wearing a
wig or have shore hair dyed in
rainbow colours.

“TnFormarion From her fam-
ily sugpests that she is an avid
hiker, a hlk_\ng enthusiast,” Shaw
said. “There's no indication she
was prepared for an overnight
by any means."

‘U'he fact that she is an
experienced hilcer and has
not made her way back raiscs
the pussibility that semething
unexpecred could have hap-
poened, Shaw said.

Call Sooke RCMP at 250
642-5241 or Victoria police at
25U-995-0F 65, extension 1 with
informatiomn.
jhell@timescelonist.com

P
Melissa McDevitt was 1ast seen on surveillance video Friday after-
noon in the Socke arga. wia vcToRA BOLICE

$100 cheques a pleasant
surprise for Bridges for
Women participants

FEDRO ARRAIS
Times Colanist

A group of women receiving
support from the Bridges for
Women Sociery got a happy sur-
prise during last vear's hoiiday
seuson when thew were given
H100 mift cerrificaresz, thanks 1
cantributions Mfram the Times
Colunist Christmas Fuod.

nlichelle T, ane of 14 gradu-
ales of the charily's pre-cmploy-
ment support program, said the
il ceriificale made a “world af
ifference” to her and her son,
who was ane at thar time.

=T ysed it Lo buy same
eroceries snd had enough left
aver to buy some roys for my
son. The pift certificate was
so helpful for vur group of
mostly moms, especially around
Christmas, [t was like an extra
hit of help.™

Bridges [or Women Socicty,
which offers fres pre-employ
ment training programs far
women alfecied by wrauma,
winlence or abuse, gave out a
tatal af 90 gift certificares ta
clients last year and expects to
distribute the same number this
holiday scasan.

This vear's Times Colonist
Christinas Fund campaign has
received S417,687 .40 in donu-
tions from 1, GR7 donors, includ-
ing $3,389.40 Mrom Salurday's
‘Lluba Christmas event, The fund-
raising goal is 51 million

SWWE are very grateiul al
Bridges for the support from
1he Tiungs Colanist, Christmas

executive director of Bridges
o Women Socicy:

“We want to thanlk all the
people whe donated to the fund
— your centributions provide a
shining light at o tough time of
the year™

Michelle F. with two-year-old son Mason, received a 3100 gift cer-

Chrls{mas Fund, BARREN STORE, TI

Bridges for Women's pro-
arams. along with mentarship
and une-un-one support, help
clients huild rheir skills and
confidence and create brighter
futures throush academic
upgrading.

ervices and programs are

apen o all women, nan-hinary
and Lwo-spiril poople who iden-
tfy as pare of the women's com
mun

e vrgunization has certified
clinical counsellors whe nffer
trauma-informed counsclling,
with up to 10 free sessions avail-
able for eligible clients

For mare information, go Lo
bridgesforwomen.ca,
parrais@imescolonist.oom

te last year during the holidays, thanks to the Times Colonist
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How to donate to
the Times Colonist
Christmas Fund

= Dronate vnline. Go to
timescolonist.com/idonate, which
will take you 1o aur Canada
Helps page. It is open 2- hours a
day and provides an immediate
L% TeCeipt.

» Donate by mail. Send a
cheque 1o The Times Colanist
Christmas Fund, 201-655 Tyvee
TRpad, Victaria, B.C. VoA aX5.

= Donale by phane. Use
vour credit card by phoning
250-995-4438 from 9 am. 1o 1
poan. Monday theough Friday,

Court rejects

argu

ment school’s

First Nations
practices infringed
on religious freedom

CARLA WILSON
limas Colonist

Court of Appeal has

that two First Nations practices
demanstrated in a Port Alberni
clementary school did not
infringe upon a morher's charter
right fo fFreedom of religion.

Cundice Servatius, whose
appeal was dismissed on Mon-
day. had taken issue with a
smudging practice carried vat in
2015 hy a Nuu-chah-nulth elder
in a classroom al John Hoedln
Elementary School, as well as
with a hoop dance in which Lhe
dancer sdid # praver at # school
assembly.

The schaol has abaul 250
stuclents and approximatels one
third of students in rhe districr
are Indigenous.

Servatius argued in the
Supreme Court of T8O that the
school had infringed on her right
tn freedmm of religion by com-
pelling her 1wo children Lo lake
DATT in relisious ceremonies con-
trary 1a their own faith.

B.C. Supreme Courl Juslice
Touglas Thompson found in 2020
that the sfudents were phserving
the events s educartional experi-
ences and not participating in
them, and that their fecedom off
religion was not infringed upon
stice Susan Griffin wrote
the appeal decision and Justice
(3ail IMcleson and Justice Karen
Harsman concurred with il

‘The appeal invulved Serva-
Tius, Schonl District 70 (Allberni),
Lhe Atorney General of T5.C.
and the Nuu chah nulth Tribal
Council

Griffin wrote that “there will
often be a rension berween a
person’s absolute freedom on the
one hand, and, on the other hand,
the needs of the communiry and
the rights and Crecdoms of other
people.”

Tt's the role of the courts to

determine both the scope of
the charter’s guaranteed rights
and Freedems and whelher sny
limit is reasonable and justified,
she said, citing a previous casc
that found the charter should be
interpreted in a way that pre-
serves and enhances the multi-
cultural heritape of Canadians,

e Appeal Court judges
painted 1o the United Kations
Tieclararion on the Rights of
Tru 1ous Peoples, (UNDRIPY,
saying it “sets vut the right
of Indigenous peoples tn Fehe
dignily and diversity of Lhoiv
culture, wraditions, histories and
aspirations, as apprapriately
reflected in education.™

In recent years, Canadian
institutigns haye been moving (o
saddress historical mistreatment
of Indigennus people by rying
to forge o mutually respectful
path forward, Griffin said. add
ing public cducation systems
need Lo be involved in reconcili-
ation.

nirficant efforts have been
made to redress the historic leg-
acy af schools being an unsafe
place For Indigenous children
and to help create better out-
comes for Indigenaus studenes.™

Values of multiculturalism
are often raised when the courts
are examining claitns of viola-
tion of relivivus freedom, Grif-
Fin said.

The Supreme Court of Canada
has consistently pointed to the
importance af respecting a
vuriety of cultures and beliefs.
and rolerance for a diversity of
vicws, sho said.

While Thompson had ordered
each party ta pay its own costs,
the Court of Appeal ordered
Servatius to pay the school dis
trict caal cosis alfter lcarning
her legal case had been funded
h¥ the Alherta-hased Justice
Centre for Constitulional Frec-
doms.
cjwilsenEtimescalonist.conm

Island dance duo gets
from Eurythmics singer

MIKE DEVLIN
Times Cofonist

vancouver Islund dance duo Fun kanometry
capped its hest vear to date with a surprise
n social media activity — courtesy of a

‘shout wut from Eurythooi

checlked my
happened? *

boost

s pust moved the needle much more,
id.

or cross-platform post re
250,004 likes vn Lwitter alone,
hone and thoughe: “What just
said Fryvern At first, | dido’t

ived more than
L wolse up sand

singer Annie Len-
nosx

Lennes posted the video of Funkanometey's
Nanaimo-based Jacksun I'ryver and Cowichan-
Pased Carlow Rush dancing (o Sweel Dreaqimns
fdre Mode of This) across her social media
accounts on Saturday

The song was a Mo, 1 hil for Lennex and her
band in 1953, and she was clearly impressed
by the minute-lona streef-dance raurine, which
PFunkanometry released online Nowv, 16,
“Wowzall Ijust saw this incredible inter-
elation of SWEET DREEAMS,” TACnJlox WrOLL,
“entlemen.. You're AMAZIN

Tryer. 19, and Rush, 20, who 1re Tnowm for
muiking Short but inventive dance videos to a
range of popular hits, made it to the semi finals
al Asrericn's God Thleat in Augusi

Bon Jovi, the Bee Gees and Sharon Osbourne
have commented on their videns before. but

really understand that she was the one whao
sang the song. T was just Familiar with the
band.”

The post sent Funkanometry's awm Tritter
account inta averdrive. Lennox fans migrated
there after she name-checked the duw, resulting
in its biggest bump in Twitter activiry during irs
SUVLI Y CATS 28 3 UL

“We gained 40,000 new followers on Twitter
in 48 hours,"” Fryer said. “Tt's insane.

The duo could not reveal its next professional
move, but Frver said he and Rush both recently
received temporary work visas, which allows
them to work south of the berder for longer
srrerches.

“We're delfinitely going Lo be going down [1o
the LS. | more now that we have visas.” Rush
said. “Bur T love the Tsland. Tt would be tough o
leave here.'”
mdevlin&@timescolonist.com

Jacksun Fryer and Carlow Rush of the Vancouver Island dance duo
Funkanometry.
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