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Search called off for missing hiker in Sooke area

PEDRO ARRAIS
Times Colonist

The search far a ¥ictoria woman
last seen leaving the parking lor
of the Charrers Creelk fish harch-
n Sooke wilth hiking polcs
was suspended on Monday, after
an exhausrive search hy ssarch
and rescus agencies From acruss
the province found no trace of
the 38-year-old.

On Saturday alone, nesarly
200 peaple logged clase to 1,700
hours, working in extremely
thick vegetation, to try to locate
Melissa MeDevill, who was
spotted on surveillanee video
Tiec. 9, the day hefore she was
scheduled 1a My 10 see hor Tam-
ily in North Carolina,

“The Sooke ROMP, along with
s, Melevitt's Tamily, wish Lo
extend their sincere apprecia-
tign g0 Juan de Tyea Search and
Rescue, along with over L7 other
assisting search and rescus
Apcneics [rom across Vancouver
Lsland und other purts of British
Columbia, for their signiticant
scar«.h clTorts over Lhe last ning
days,” said Sgt. Kevin Shaw, act-
ing Sooke RCMT detachment
commander, in a statement
aed just after noon an Mon-

Search and rescue teams
from Vancouver Tsland were
juined by personnel from vther
parts of the province — includ
ing dog teams — who showed up
over the sweelkend to assist in the
search.

While searches of up tu 10
days are not uncommon. the
scarch lor McDevitl has been
vne of the largest undertaken in
the past decade by volunteers
wha spent upwards of 5,0HHY
hours looking for her, said Paul
president of Compx Val-
Tey v Bearch and Rescuc.

Sonke ROMP will maintain
an apen missing-person file
should any new information
come to light, and missing-
person posters will be placed at
trailheads in the area to remind
peaple o he on rhe laokout for
AdeDevice, whi is described as
five feet tall and weighing about
103 pounds

Security video captured
WMcDevire as she lefr the parking
Iol of the Chariers Creck Tish
hatehery, after parking her grey
Subaru Forester there on Dec. 9.

A pussible scenario is that
the avid hiker got caught in the
powerful windstorm that swept
Vaneouver lsland the day of her
disappearance, Berry said.

i o i
Search and rescue personnel gather at the SAR Command Centre at the Sooke
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McDevitt on the weekend.

Melissa McDevitt has been
missing since heading out for a
hike near the Sooke Potholes on
Dec. 9. wvia VICTORIS POLICE

“sShe may have got canght in
the storm and sought refuze,
wrapping herself in vegetation
to keep warm,” said Berry. “The
veactation in ll\c ar'l\,‘\ is so thick
that searchers wa res
metres apart, wearing high-

wisibility c.loLlung, are unuable to
see eac

He zaid 1hm the arca where
DeDevitt disappeared, a few
minutes from Soalke Porholes
alang the Sooke River Road,
lowks open t first, but guickly
becomes dense bush

The scarch for MeTrevitl is
ang of 74 Comox Valley Search

nd Rescue has undertaken in
tht' last vear

Berry advizes people heading
outdoars o leave a trip plan —
infuerming someovne where they
are going and when ey expect
T return home, L
someone sounds 3
soaner we can slart 1o look Mor
them,"” he said.

Wast of these whe encountrer
mishaps or gel lost can call for
help using their cellphones if
the¥ are in range. hut help can
take time, which means people
going intn the wilderness need to
be prepared. he said.

“host people forget that the
further nut they are, the lomger

it takes Lo respond — wn.lt.lln.l(.h
holTs, S0 water, waterproot
clathing and high-cner, gy rnnd is
also important,” said Berry.

“They also neglect to have
enaugh hack-up power. Time and
time again, we get a call ar the
end of a daw. The people are lost
and their phones only have two
or three per cent of their power
left.”

while it is pussible tu “ping”
aphone to get itz location, it
dacen't wark il the phone is
dead.

A headlamp is alse handy,
hath to help you find your way
in the dark, and as o signal for
rescucrs, Bervy said

while a phone’s GPS cun show
where sameme is, without cel-
lular service., they can’t summaon
help should they get in trouble.

Some nutdoors enthusiasts
now carey satellite communica-
tors that nperate in areas with.
out cell reception. Some can pai

a cellphune to send texts or

wer Jack Brooks Hatchery during the search for Melissa

taets in case of an l.xru:lg,c(n,\ —
or to let them know vou are safe.

A subscripiion 1a satellite
services is necessary, although
some are tree for a frial peciod.

The new Apple iPhane 14,
which debuted in November,
offers emergency SO via a sar-
ellite conmection as well.

It iz expected nther phone
manufaciurers will jump in o
include the feature in future
models to stay competitive.

SThese are amasing, (oals,
with the new unes Ul Just for
S08,” said Berry. “They can
mesn the du‘ferem,e berween
life or deach.”

He alsa urges peaple 1o
check out Adventuresmart.ce,

a national program dedicared
Lo encouraging people (o gel
informed before thev go out
daars.

The poul of the program is to
try to reduce the number and
severity of search and rescue
incidents through sducarion.

emails to pre- nined con-
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Grant helps charity help out-of-sight

JACK KNOX

Christmas packages For seniors
are being sssembled in o corner
of the Soap for Hope Canada
warchouse in Vic West.

Puzzles, games, chucolates,
toques, handwrirten Christmas
cards, that sort of thing, all in
addition to the roothpaste and
shampon and ather hygiene
products that regularly go out
the door to those who need, bur
can't alfard, them. T1 Tooks like
sunta’s workshop, or at least
what Santa’s workshap would
look like if he took personal
health more seriously.

The Chrisimas package
be distributed throagh BN
Tlorizans and go out fo nin
seniors facililies arvand Viclo-
ria that Soap for Hope Canada
works with on a continual basis.
That's why the non-profit ol &
grant from the Times Colonist
Christmas Fund ¢
mslee life a little eas
people who, out of the spotlight,
arcn’t always top of mind,

That’s the thing about need. It
isn't always ahvious. We mighr
all be familiar with the scene
on Pandora Avenue, but that's
just the most in-your-face side
Lsolated seniors are much less
wvisible. So are low-income fami-

Greater Victoria.

lies. S0 are other, unconsidered
pockets of need.

1 feel we're in the litde
cracks and crevices, trving to
help those who don’f always getl
a hand up,” says Anne Moelntyre,
the charity's executive director.
She's standing in the middle of
the William Street wurehouse
Fram which, despire its appropri-
ately cul-al-sighl inNnocuousTcss,
1.2 million items flowed to recip-
ients all aver B.C. 1asT vear.

1t°s & remarkahle operation
that combines frugality with
zenerosity, Al the heart of i all

5 the relationship the charity
has wirth (. hotels thar, inatead
of sending half-full and gently
used items to the dump, divert
them 1o an organizalion thal can
put them to goed use.

All those little hotel-sized

-

Anne Mcintyre, executive director of Soap for Hope Canada. in the charity’s

getting a Times Colonist Christmas Fund grant to help with the cost of Christmas packages for seniors in
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bottles of shampoo, condi
tioner, Iotion, hody wash and
whatnot that you leave in your
room? They go to Soap for
Hape Canada, where volunicers
pour them inte larger conply
containers donated by the
public, CWe buy ne packaging,’
Melntyre notes) before
Farwarding them on to hundreds
ol other organizations, including
97 in Greater Victoria.

Seniars get their soap in eas
t-sUuesse Containers. Famili
Zet smnewhat larger ones. A
bulk-uscr like Cur Place might
zet a four litre jug.

Tt's nof just snap that gets
collected, Anvthing 4 hotel
needs to get rid of that has
a usable Tife can e donated.
Linen, bathrobes, furniture, half
rolls of toilet paper, whatever.

warehouse. Soap for Hope is

Mattresses are the only item
thew refuse_ T want us to he
something that the hotels can’t
say no to,” Melntyre savs, One
day. 2,400 pillows arrvived fram a
single hotel.

Linen is stacked high in rhe
et cha, When foods and
wildfires chase B.C. families to
evacuarion cenrres, the sheers
Lthey sleep in come Trom William
Street.

Twen last month, the charity
wats still outfirring Camp Hope,
a church retreat that morphed
inte a sheller Mor people dis-

ced by the fire that razed
Tyrran in 2021. These davs, lats
of bedding gues to Ukraininn
refugees moving into their own
apartments.

Soap fur Hope vets unclaimed
items when hotels emnty their

seniors

lost-and - found stashes, roo. On
this day, 100 pounds worth have
arrived from Tofino — clothing
mostly, including a Kenneth Cale
black lcather jackel. TL will go
to the building's upstairs thrift
stare, Secand 1Tand TTope, which
is open -2, Monday to Friday.

One third of what getrs distrib
uled by Soap For Hope is new,
thanks in part te other charities
and demations from the public.

A shipment of 5,000 laalh-
brushes from the Calrary-based
Taoth Fairy Children’s Foun-
dation just came in, Feminine
hygiene products arrive and
are distributed on behalf of the
United Way, Corporate benefac-
tors help, too: Diamond Delivery
and ACE Couricr ship goods for
free, bless ‘em.

WeTntyre would welcome
more donors and volunteers.
Penple can drop off new or
partly usad hygiene ilems ar
linens — particularhe towels and
blankets — as well as empty
sham poodcondilioneryTrody washs
body lotion bottles.

The Times Colonist Christ-
mas Fund, which hus funnelled
grants ro more than 40 Vancou-
ver Tsland charilics this yeas,
alke contributions,
has collected
donations from
: The fundraising
poal for the campaizn, which
boepan MNov. 12, is $1 millien.

How to donate .
e Times Colonist
Christmas Fund

= (o to timescolonist.comd
donare, which is open 24 hours a
day andl provides an immediate
Tax receipt.

= Mail a chegue to the Times
Colonist Christmas Funy
201-655 Tyee Rd., \"\ctnr‘la ..
VEA GHS.

Use vour credit card by

& 250-995-4438 Crom
to 1 pam. Monday through
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