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Hundreds of Christmas trees at
Luxton Hall still lookmg for a home

PEDRO ARRAIS
Times Colonist

With just ane day to go, a local, Eamily-run
Christmas tree retailer that usually sells
out by the middle of December still has
aboul 300 Christmas trees on its 1ol at Tase-
ton Hall in Lanpford, despite concerns just
a moneh age about a shortage of frees.

The Happy Holidays Christimas Tree
Company has been selling Christrnas trees
far seven years, bringing in aboul 900 (recs
From o family farm in the Skeenu Valley
each year.

This yoar, a third af the 1recs
unscld, which mesns a $20,000 to $25,
loss For entreprenenr Debbie Stroshein

“IU's been a rough ride,” said Stroshein,
who is also s teacher with the Scole School
District. “Tusiness this year has been down
37 per cent, my first vear it hus decreased
since T started.

“ILis dishcarviening for me bul it has also
affected the crafters who sell their wares
on site, some who have reported sales down
&l 1o 7O pereent. I eried a lol last weck.”™

A portion of her sales is donated to the
Juan De Fuca Search and Rescue, so a drop
in sales means less funds for the rescue
group as well.

Tiustin CHender, partner Julic Holsworth
and their son Henry Olender cane by on
TFriday afrerneom loaking for a rree, prefer-
v shout six feet tall.

“We had a change of plans and are now
spending Christmas al home,” said Dender,
] heard that the trees were poing for
230 and I wanted to support this business
bcﬁ':u»c 1h¢:, support Juan e Fuca Scarch

B

Slmsh(:ln said sales have dwindled a1 the
seme time that sverhead costs have sky-
rocketed.

*Trucking, leasing fencing, renting tents
and other costs were $19,000 more than lust
vear,” she said_ “That adds about $10 tn $15
Lo cvery Lree. Tried my best 1o keep the
Dricing ss low A5 possil

While she lost some business to hox
stoves, her strength was that she could
nffer customers nine species of trees,
including Noblc, Nordman. Grand. Douglas

d Amabilis firs, small Jack pines, giant
Wesrern whire pines and spruces. She had
Big s, small ones, plump ones and ugly
anes too. She even had hard-to-find alpine
Firs

Just a month ago, concerns were raisecd
about a tree shortage due to drought and
forest fives, bul thal may have been con-
fined to the larger commercial producers
supplying big hox stores, she suspects.

*Ihe carlier repurts could just huave buen
fear mongering.” she said.

She is ready 10 give the business, which
qe calls her Ppassion project, Bne more yes:

ain

Dustin Olender,
Happy Holidays Christmas Tree Company

530. regardless of species or size, in the days before Christmas.

in hup{:s it will turm arcund.

“I can ride out the storm this year, but
can we take a risk if it is a long-rerm shift
in the market?"

‘While she plans to reopen next vear, she
said she will prabably have 1o cul back on
her stuff uf nine employees, some of whom
vel¥ on the income trom seasonal worl

For some employees that she taught in
alternate education programs, the jobs help
get them on their Teet and give them valu-
able life and employment skills, she suid,

left, holds his son, Hanry, 2, wilh partner Julie Holswoth in the lot of tha

Langford. The business was offering trees for
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“They Koep coming back cvery year.
"he gates to the ree lot ar 1030 Mar

wond Ave. are open, wirh the remaining

trees available under an honour systent,

People are invired to pi T ANV ITee

Tor 530 and e-lransCor their payment Lo

happyholidasy treecoigmeail com.

“Snme of thase Mrees represent 15 years
uf pruning, fertilizing and care. That they
could not find a home for Christnas after
all that time is just sad.”
parraisitimaszcolo

Alfirming message alter tough few vears

>FROM A1: KNOX

As cyclists go. They're prefity hard-care,
but even they have limits, “'Uhe last week
of November when we had the snow and
the raging winds, most of us took three ar
four days off,”

Mor the plucky Central Saanich git
though, “She rode every day,” Szabo said,
“That day with the high north winds, she
rade right inlo il. Had 1o slap and regroup
a few times but she never guit. Hearl of a
champion.™

S=zabo and his buddies figured someong
showing that much gumption deserved a
rewsard, mayhe a gaod rebuilr bike in her
size. What they ended up getting, though
(after receiving the hlessing of the school
district) was a sood deal on a new seven-
speed Noreo from Brentwoo 1. Pinlk,
of course, because that's Ramsey From-
bach’s favourite colour, They alst gol her &
pink helmet, 1 basket, lights

Ramsey bad na idea this was coming.
Lasl weckend, her mother, Kelscy, just mld
her that they were going to

Ramsey Frombach with her new bike.
Wi KELSEY FROMM3ACH

for the hike Ramsev

Cafe, where a group of cyelists wanied Lo
meet her. Szabo figured surprising Ramsey
writh her hike might make the riders hap-
picr than it would make Ramsew, though
the pirl herself proba isapress. 21t was
awesome,” Ramsey says.

Kelsey was pretty pumped, too, Having
srown up on mountain and road bikes in
hilly Melsen, she had Laught her daughicr
how to ride two-wheelers and how to do
sa around traffic. She had also wanted ta

had aurgrown, bur that had proved o be a
steeper climb for o single mother.

Trying to Find a used hike at a reason-
albrle price wasn'L the casicest,” she said. So.
yes, to have this new ride appear out of the
blue was most welcome.

More than that. though, it meant the
world to be shown thar sort of kindness by
sleangers who just wanied Lo do something
nive for someone they koew litte about.

Helsey cried when she learned what

Szabo et al had done. What a great lesson
Tor Ramscy, whom her mother deseribes
as o bright, sunny child, What an affirminge
message atter a couple af tough years in
which people haven't always treated one
another as well as they could, Kelsey savs

“Ti's anc af thosc slovics you read an the
internet.” she suid, “1t always makes your
heart feel gand, hUT ¥0U NEVET eXpect [0 he
part of the story.”

Yes, we do read stories lilee that, and
there are many more just like them that
o unreported, particalarly at this time of
vear when peanle allow their more gener
aus selves 1o shine through — inevitally
Fineling, as Szabo said, that being the giver
can be 1ing as heing the givee. I
1hat's a cliché. it's becanse ivs true, Charlic
Erown.

Tt's Christmas Fove. You're probably not
ready. All those last-minule tasks vou were
gning to get done this week tell through
The ice when Mother Mature Turned Saan-
ich into Siberid, so mayvbe vou're stressed.

TNayhe, having remembered what you
Targol Lo b(.l Tor dinner, you're peering oul
the window at the weather, wondering it
anyene will mind if vou skip the Tirussels
sprouts (nw. they won't) or the cranberry
snuce (ves, they will)

Tdavbe the people you were poing 1o
share the holiday with are still stuck on the
ather side af the sirait. There’s no shorfage
of stuff to frown about at the happiest ime
of the year

Tul there arve also, when we remembor
1o be kind, plenty of reasons Lo smile,
jknox@timescolonist.com
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Winter storm
causes supply
problems

at grocery
stores and
gas stations

LOUISE DICKSON
Times Colonist

The winter storm sweeping across
sauthern ThO. has crcated supply
problems for local grocery stores
and gas stations

Roberl Jay, vice-president of
Fairway Muarkets, said some sup-
pliers were proactive and sent gro-
ceries to Vietoria ‘Uhursday night
ahead of the freering rain.

“They had their drivers spend
the night in Victoria. Seme knew
They weren't going o he able 1o
make Lthe Ferey Leday. Thal's part
of life on the Island,” said Jay. “¥We
were lucky to get some arders
before the roads were closed. ™

Treezing rain closed roads and
cancelled Ferry sailings botween
Vaneouver and Victoria, Nanaimo
and the sourhern Gult Tslands.

The provery chain sets much of
its merchandise — poultry, meat,
hables, dry goods — Tram the
mainlanid, said .

“Irs hll and m .Sﬂ We'll reas-
sess once we Tind aut about road
conditions and ferrles and see how
things are set up.” He is hoping
customers will be patient and if
they can’t find what they're lonking
for, find an alternative.

“If you can't find the turkey that
vou need for Christmas, mavhe
ham, maybe prime rib," he
supgrested.

Victoria just doesn't have the
equipment to deal with winter
storms, he said. “We're not really
veady for it And iUs such a busy
timne and it adds even more stress.”

srill s said he knows peaple
are lopking oul Mor cach pther
“Helping others is one of the things
ahaut the Christmas spirit. People
helping others, assisting ovthers,
that's a grean trung It comes out
and il shines

Fairway darkets plans to close
at 7 pm. roday to allow staft to
spend time with Family, and will
reopen Boxing Day.

Aeanwhile, some gas stations
have run sut OF pas and have placed
vellow tape arnund their pumps.

While the Wsso station on Hill-
sgide Avenue huas gas after merring
a delivery an Thursday — delivery
Al nearby stalions has been held up
by the ice and snow, said the station
manager.

The weather is dlso keeping
plumbers busy.

W e had lots of Mrowen pipes
a]read\' and we're expecting o lot of

s now fhat it's started to thaw,”
sa-d Wade Roberts of Wade Roberts
Plumbhing, emergeney plumbing
cxrpors.

Pipes may have frozen and
cracled, huf the warer might not
lcak uniil the ice thaws a bit, ho
said.

“Tt should be a hit of a crazy
weekend, but we're hoping not, of
course, because it's Christmas and
we don’ want (o be working Loo
hard,” ssid Roberts, who has posted
a link on his Facehook page with
instructions on how to clear ol
street drains,

“That can be a help. And
i there are any deains on their
property in front of their garage or
their stairwell, [make] sure those
things are open and free 3y it sturts

in, [s0] it can flow into those
b said.

Roberts said some of his staff
couldn't make it ro work on Tridas,
but a couple of plumbers were sut
and about

“TU's Lricky. Some of the side
streets are tough to goon, We've
put the word out fo our whole feam
saying: 'Tranybody wanis 1o pick
up shifts.” S0 we'll see. Hopefully,
we'l be able 1o deal with &as many
of these issues as we can,”
Idickson@tirescolonist.com
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