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DRIVING John Ducker on how to safely enter a roundabout = C6

Elderly pig’s future in peril
after complaint to SPCA

Marjolyn and Frans Winkel with the 15-year-old pig on their farm next to the Lochside Trail. The couple say the pig is
happy and well cared for. despite a complaint to the SPCA. DARRLH STOME, TIMES COLOMIST

CARLA WILSON
Times Coforist

The owners of an elderly pig living
next Lo the Lochside Trail have been
ordered by the SPCA to either get her
checked By a vot or have ber cutha-
nized, following = complaint from 2
member of the public.

Bul Frans and hMarjolyn Winkel
=ay their 18-vear-old sow is nor in
paim, and they want her to live out her
life as the last pig amoeny many gen-
erations produced on their nine acre
Saanich Peninsula Marm.

On July 5, an SPCA officer came
0 The Farm with a norice giving rhem
Five days to have a vet Jook at the pig
or have her euthanized.

The Winkels received a similar
notive from the SPCA last year and
naid for a vererinarian to check out
iheir pigs. AL the Lime, they had
another alder sow, which has since
died. Domesric pigs typically live 15 ta
200 years.

The maitter was resolved after
the yvet sent a letter to the SPCA, the
Winkels said.

The pig has a chronic but treatable
skin condition brought on by old age,
the Winlels sdid, bt is not in pain,

a healthy appetire and comes when
walled.

“She is old and she has a skin con-
dirion but she is in perfect healrh,”
Frans said, “She is happy.”

TTer days are Filled with eating and
sleeping and wallowing in her muddy
pond, which also helps to protect her
skin, the Winkels

Every morning, Frans sprays the
H0W'S Sore spots with a vet recom

mended product to defer flies and
reduce itching, he said,

MNow that there's been o second
complaint, they fear ey will continue
Lo face complaints, © c.-uleg in more
unaffordable vet fe

As a result r‘ms “said, they may
end up euthanizing the pig this week,

1le said he is nor angry with the
SPCA and does not blame it Tor the
situation, “Uhey have to do their job,”

The pig. a cross hetween a Danish
Landdrace and Durec. is popular with
trail users, who frequently stop for a
wisil and pholos,

Marjolyvn said sume pevple have
told hetr they visited The Farm’s pigs
when Lhey wore children and are naw
bringing their own children to see the
snw. She's also a popular artraction
for mutorists, inclading o bus from a
senior’'s home that does drive-bys. (ne
waman staps by with marshmallows as
atreat, Frans said.

Frans, 86, and Marjolyn, 82, have
kepl pigs for more thin hall & centuey
and are well- known in the local farm-
ing cammunity

They moved 1o Canada Crom the
Netherlands in 1964. Frans worked as
a gardener in Oak Bay and the couple
ran the farm together.

As pig Farmers, they mainly sold
WCANCES pjglcls recenily weaned
from their mothers — to local farmers.

Frans has Judqed pigs on ‘§'s1r
Spring Lslund for the 4-H in the
said Marjolyn, who has written a hmk
called Faral Tales, largely featuring
stories about their pigs.

Af times, they were the anly ones
who brm\ghl a sow and piglets to the
Saanich Fair, she sai

Fileen Drever, senior officer in pro-
rection and stakeholders relations ror
the B.C. SPCA. said in an eniail that
she is unable 1o diScuss open invesri-
gaLlun:., bul when the SINCA veccives

cern about an animal, one of
its animal protection afficers attends
and determines if the complaint is
wwalid.

The afficer may issuc a notice 1a
relieve distress, Drever sai

“Irailure te do so could rFSu]f n
the officer 1taking lecal aclion, which
eould include the application and
execution of a warrant o search to
remove the animal in distress.

“Tf the complaint is unfounded then
the officer will closce the file.”

Jurjolyn suggests that if members
nf the public have guestions about an
snimal, they should speak with the
farmers, who can explain the situarion.

Tn the meantime, the pig has inad-
vertently prompted an informal free
tond supply next to the trail

The couple gets unwanted produce
from stores, sorts it and sets out better
quality produce For people ta take For
Cree. Whalever is lelt over goes inlo
the pig pen.

An array af produce went Thurs-
day to the pig, who enthusiasticslly
dug into a large selection, including
oranges, maolons and b acco].n while:

Marjalyn jakes that the pig is “aur

If the pig dies, there won't be much
necd Fov the daily produce collection
vr Food sharing, although the couple
has somme horned Dorset sheep that are
Tond of apples.
cjwilson@timescalonist.com

New evidence
revives
search for
hiker missing
near Sooke

JEFF BELL
Times Colanist

‘The search for 4 hiker who went missing last
Tiecember in the Sooke area is ser to resume
on Satwrday alter new information was discowv-
ered, police said.

Juan de Fuca Scarch and Rescue plans wo
redeploy in “a concentrated and refined area
of interest” thar was searched afrer Melissa
MeDevill wont missing

Data from BMeDevitts smartwatch has
helped narrow down the area to he searched,
CHEK Mews reporte,

People are being aslred to avoid the area to
accommodale scarch effort

Alelevict, 38, an avid hlkelj s last seen
on surveillance viden Dec. 9 carrying hiking
poles in the Charters Creck lish hatchery park-
ing lot on Sooke River Road, a few kilometres
from Sooke Pothales. She had been duc 1o My 1o
MNorth Caroling on Dec, 1 Lo visit Tamily,

Tler grey Subaru Forester was found on Dec.
10 in the parking lot aficr she was reportad
missi

An estensive search of the sometimes rug-
pod and steep terrain in the acea, led by Juan
de Fuca Search and Rescue and invalwing 17
search agencies, was conducted aver nine days
and included Sooke RCMP, RCME Dog Services
and ROCMP Air Services. Searchers put in a
combined total ol aboul 5,000 howrs in onc al
the largest searches on the Island,

WETIevires farher tlew in From North Cara-
lina 1o j the scarch of Sca Lo Sca Regional
Parl; the search was suspended Dec. 19,

Since then, Sooke ROWMP say they have
maintained an active missing-person investi-
gation and have staved in close contacr with
WD vilts Tamily.

There has been an outpouring of support
for '\l'ellsﬂ:i and her family since she wenr
rmissing.” sdid Spt. Kevin Shew, acting Sooke
RCMP detachment commander, “The RCMEP
and Melissa's family sincerely appreciate the
public's assistance and continned efforts to Find
Melissa to this point.”

Anyone with infarmation on MeDevill's
disappearance is asked to call Sooke RCMP at
250-642-5241.
jbellatimescolonist.com

Melissa McDev
December. wia

, 38, has been missing since
TORIA FOLICE

‘Upeyeling’: making
delicious ice ¢ream \\'n'h
nearly over-ripe fruit that’s
dilTicult 1o sell = B1
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