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Cyeclists ride to
Oak Bay hall to
Kkeep up pressure
for bike lanes

JEFF BELL
Times Colonist

About 54 eyoling advocates
cvcled trom the Lniversity af
Wictoria to Oak Bay Municipal
Hall un Monday, lkeeping up their
campaign for safe cycling routes
in the municipalivy.

Thew reached the hall in
advance of the 7 pn. Oak Tay
council mecting, whore council-
lors received a report on possible
changes along the McolNeill Ave-
nue corridor, which Mavor Kevin
Murdach said could range from
wralTic calming (o bike lancs.

Monday’s ride was the second

ies af events planned an
5 by Critical Mass
id organizer Jane

van Haarn

Van Hoorn sdid she was moti-
wvated by council's decision naf o
vpen up bike lanes oo Henderson
Road ar all rimes. Thevre cur
rently only apen Irom 7 a.m. o 7
pom, Crom Monday Lo Friday.

She said Oak Bay has no hike
lancs that are “ConfigUANS ar Gon-
Hnuous.”

Cwelists also want 10 scc a
erackdown on parking in bike
lanes

Coun, Hazel Braithwaile said
the view of residents of Hender-
=on Road have 1o be considered
as well, Svme have expressed
comoern about the availability of
sireet pavking, including v hcn
they host gatherings at
homes.

Braithwaiie said (he Monday-
Friday hours for the Ienderson
Road hike lanes “seems 1o work
pretty well right now,” but added
that opening the lanes further
could e a passibilily al some
point.

Traithwaire said as a cm]“l:l]—
lor, she has to represent the “pe
eral interest of everybody,
ing locations where students ride
bikes to school deserve partoulsr
attention when it comes o safefy.

“We shauld probably be focus-
ing a lot of our etfnrts on those

id. “And ger bu
1L bike Lunes.,

“We do have a really good
activearanspartation plan in
place that is going to be inple-

The Critical Mass Ride Oak Bay makes its way on Henderson Road on the way to Oak Bay Municipal Hal
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mented,” Braithwaite added. 1
think that around rhe council
Lable there’s good support Tor
Active transportation in our com-
muniy.™

Van Hourn countered that the

plan has been “on a shelf” for 12
vears.

durdech said he has talked
group members about their safety
concerns.

“We're all on the same page

when it comes to the goals here.”

The cyclists will hold another
ride when Ok Bay council meet-
Ing~< resume & summer
wvan Hoorn said.
|he|l’l‘t|me5colonlst

Fine for hazardous vessel in Saanich
a first for Canadian Coast Guard

WICHAEL MIHN LO
Times Colonist

The Canadian Coasl Guard bas
issued its first-ever fine for a
hazardous ahandoned vessel.

Hyun Brackenbury was Fined
$15,000 un June 27 for failing to
comply with coast guard diree-
tions to remove o, 3 27-foot
white-hulled cahin cruiser
aground in Cadboro Bay thal has

o pose 3 hazard
1a the marine environment and
public salely,

Brackenbury has 30 days to
pay the penalty or apply ta the
‘Iranspurtativn Appesl Tribunal of
Canada tor a review hearing

Traul Ravrell. regional super-
intendent of the Canadian Coast
Guard's compliance and enforce-
ment branch, established in April,
said he hopes the owner appeals
T oweill allow us e lest oth our
rigour, our casework, und really
establish thar case law velated o
the Wrecked, Abandoned, or He-
ardous Vessels Act,” be said.
he Tederal government
annuounved last week that the
cnast guard will be fining owmers
al harzardous boats or wrocks

‘he coast guard con write fines
up o F50,000 per violation, and
alditinnal Fines could be sdmin-
istered daily until the viclation
ceases. For corporations, fines
could be even higher, with a daily
tine limit of 230,000,

1T Cound guilly in court, corpo-
rations could be fined $6 millivn
and individuals could faoc: fines
al 51 million and up o threc
years of prison, though no case sa
Far has gone hetore the courts,

Buarrett said the coast guard
usually gives boat owners about a
week 1 comply with directions

“1f they fail to achieve what's
in thase directions, that's where
other u.lmplmnc.e tuuls mEy Come
into effect,” he said

The Wrocked, Abandonod, ar
Hazardous Vessels Act came inte
ettect in 2019, and made ahan-
dening boats illegal in Canada.

The act enshrines into federal
law the international agree-
ments Canada cornmitted e in
2007 at the Nairobi Internarional
Convention on the Remaval of
Wwrecks, putting the responsibil-
ity of remaval costs on vessel
AWHLCEE.

Before then, there were few
consequences for ahandoning
vesscls,

“Penple would just abandon
the vessel when they no langer
wanted it and they couldn’t sell
it,” Tarretr said, adding rhar
there are “pockels literally cve-
rwhere™” of abandoned boats
along .0V coast, though most
Cases are in waters off the south
Island and on the Fraser River.

The owner of the Alcon, a 27-foot white-hulled cahin cruiser aground
in Cadboro Bay in Saanich, has been fined 515,000 for failing to

remowve the vessael.

T the capital region, hasard-
ons vessels are typically found
near Teenlwoad Tay, Sidney and
Cadboro Bay.

1 the West Coast, the cna st
suard is moniloring aboul 1,500
wvessels that have been reporced
tn have heen wrecked, abandoned
or hazardous. About 350 new
cases are added every year, Bar
retl said

Ewery vessel begins degrading
the moment it enters rhe warer.
I somehody is not propecly tak-
ing care of it, it will inevitably
end poarl he said

The lederal goverramenl has
said that about 300 hoats have
Peen removed thraugh its Oceans
Protectivn Plan since 2016,

It spent about S4.5 million
remediating these vessels in
2022,

This year, the coast guard has
$1 millicn for remediaton, which
can range from simply putting
a containment boom around the
vessel to s full salvape and dis-
pesal by contractors.

The coast guard also recenily
contracted Oak Bav based Bama
cle Systems Inc. ta help remately
monitor abandoned and derelict
boats across the country with
spocialized cquipment.

Before the enactment of the
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The vast majority of hasared-
ous vessels belong to individual
nging from #Hk-foat
ruinl fishing vessels to
25 foot ple_’;sm‘e cre

For the older wrecks, il can
e difficult to wack down the
awmners, as many of them are not
reguired to be registered with the
Canadisn Registry of Vessels.

“Teople might sell their boat
for %1 to some other guy and just
wrire the agreements on the back
af the napkin,” Tiarectt said.

But not all hazardous vessels
are ahandaned playthings of
casual mariners. A somaller por-
ton of the vessels are being used
For shelter

Brackenbury was likely living
on the Akoa when it ran aground,
Barrcll said.

“Of course, we have to be sen-
sitive around the social issues
that can be connecled Lo those
cases,” Barrett said.

Jahn Roe, faunder and director
of the Dead Bosts Disposadl Soci-
ety, said he's in tntal support of
1he Canadian Coast Guard-

T do feel sommy for i, but
smmebody has to be held respon-
sible.” Roe said of the vessel's
owner,

Roc, who has been pulling
1 bouts and cars out of

law, annual funding had hovered
arcound S350,000, Barrell said,

Now, he and his recently
formed team of 13 are (asked
wilh ensuring complinnee oo the
Wesr ('nast.

Tha tearm also works with
Indigenous Coastal Guardisns
ta help with compliance. The
Fromoks Guavdian Walchmen arc
currently helping o issue a direc-
tion o a vessel awner close to the
nation, Barrett said.

“Aaking sure that owners are
respansilde and liable for things
is important. I don't think the
Average raXpAver wants to he

paying to desl with sumebody
el*se s problem,” he said.

waters and forests for close to
three decades and calls himsell
the head “dead boat hunrer,” said
1he boating indusiry necds (o be
part of the solulion,

“Years azn, we had this probe
Tem with cars being abandaned
all over the lsland, all over the
hackwonds,” Roe zaid

Thal's no longer the casc
because of legislation.

According to the Transporta-
tion Ministry, if an unoccupied
wehicle i Fic,
Ppolice will post a nolice o
advising that the vehicle will
bhe rowed within 72 hours it nat
removed.
mjlo@Etimascolonist.oom

Dallas Road brush fires
show how dry conditions
are, Victoria Fire says

JEFF BELL
Fimes Colonisl

Alarenight hrush fire on the
weekend along the Dallas Road
waterfrant spread due to “tinder-
dry canditions™ and took twao and
a# half hours to extinguish,
Victoria Fire Depariment says.
The glow [rom the fire carly
sunday could be seen more than
a kilomerre away, The depart-
ment said ina cebouk post,
The fire, which burned an area
about 23 metres by 60 metres
could have spread to nearby Bes-
eon TTill Park, the past said.
Acting }'idll-‘\'horl Chicl Brent

along Dallas Road are
able, He suid the department
responded to six grass and beach
Fircs in the 48 hours Mvom Friday
morning until Sunday muorning,
tollowed by a brush five Sunday
night at Cedar Hill RHoad and
Hillside Avenue and at least two
more Fires an Maonday

Hoeppner said the public
needs to be vigilanr ar this time
ol year Teach Tires and all open
burning are banned in Victoria at
all rimes, he said.

The Fire danger is extreme

in all pares at Vancouver Tsland,
said Coaslal Five Centlre infor
mation officer Nick Donnells,
but there have heen no recent
lightning-caused Fires, a3 other
parts of the provinee have seen.
SWeve been relatively spared,

relative to the rest of the prove
ince, in the last few daws,” he

here were five wildfires o
The Tsland as of Menday after-
noon, with four decimesd w be
under control and one classitied
as held.

‘he latter is the MNewcastls
fire near Sayward that started in
late May and is holding steady at
230 hectares.

Thase under coniroel include
the 224-hectare Cameron Bluffs
tire, which cansed rthe closure
of a strelch of Highway 4 Mo
several days lust month; the road
nas since reapened to single-lane
allcrnating traffic.

Also deemed under control
is a 1A hectare tire in the Kla-
nawa Valley near Nitinat and
two fires that are less than halt
a heclare in size — one wesl of
Soole near Utter Point and one
northwesr of Campbell River
jellEtimescolonisteon

Search for missing hiker suspended

MICHAEL JOHN LO
Times Colonist

Renewed efforts to find a hiker
who went missing in December
have heen suspended after twa
days ol scouring the wilderness
near Charters River in Sooke
failed to turn up anything.

0 the weelkend, about 20
searchers from L1 search and
rescuc leams participaled in the
search for Melissa Melevitt.

The search was renewed atter
revently discovered data Trom
AlcDevitt's smartwatch narrowed
the search arca.

AduDevill, 35, was last seen on
surveillance viden on Dec. 9 in
the Charters Creelk lish halchery
parking lot on Soule River Road
a few kilometres away from the
Socke Potholos.

The original search seven
months aga lasted nine davs

Juan de Fuca Search and
Rescue redeploved on Saturday
in whal they said was a “concen-
trated and refined area of inter-
st hut failed to find anything.

Sooke ROMT has now sus
pended the search, police said in a
statement Wonday.

=W would like to acknowledee
the significant etforts of Juan

de Tuca Search and Rescue and
all other assisting SAR agcncics
during this search period, par-
ricularly threugh challenging ter
ruin during very warm weekend
weather,” said Sgr. Kevin Shaw
in a slatement, adding that the
ROCLP will conrinue their invest
gation.

A powerful windstorm hit Van-
couver Island the night MceDevite
weni missing. She had been duc Lo
L1y tw North Carolina the day after
her hike to visit family.

Her grey Subaru Farasicr was
found in the fish hatchery parlk
ing 1ot alter she was reporied
rissing.

The December search of the
Sea io Sca Regional Park was
led by Jusn de Fuca Search and
Rescue and included up to 170
voluntcers and 17 scarch agoen-
cies. That search was suspended
on Dec_ 19,

Sonke ROME have said that
they have maintained an actve
missing-person invesligalion and
have stayed in close contact with
AeDevitr's family.

Anyone with new information
on MeDevitt's disappearance is
asked 1o call Soake ROWMP ar
250-642-5241.
mjlogtimescolonist.com
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