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Remains found of hiker who went missing near Sooke

JEFF BELL
Times Coforist

The remains of a 38-vear-old
woman who went missing afrer
maing hiking near Soake Porholes
almosl a year ago woerae located
Wednesday by a group of penple
whn had heen searching tor her,
Soulce RCME said.

The group found Melissa
WleThevitt’s hody in thick vegeta-
tinm in an ared that searchers had
previously fargered, police said.

Sooke ROWT Siafl 5ol Greg
willeocks, the detachment com
mander, said a group known as
Delincdful of Melissa on Instagram
TUT in “a remarkahle amount of

The Search and Recovery
Dog Assoviation ol Vicloria said
Mindful of Melissa played an
intearal role, and SARDAY mem-
bers located the remains.

hleDevitt was reported miss-
ing oo Doc. 12, 2022, alier her
wehicle was found in the parl:
ing lat of rhe Charrers Creels
Fish hatechery, which is close to s
series of trails.

She was last seen carrying
hiking poles on survedllancs
wviden from the Fish hatchery’s
parking 1ol on TDec. @, 2022 She
had been due to fly to North Car
alina the Following day to visit
her Farmily.

Palice £aid few orher details

“Althaugh a full determinarion
has yel L be made, RCM do

not believe that criminality was
involved in The woman's death,”
Sonke RCKMEP s4id in 4 statement,
“The RCMP offers its condo-
lences Lo the Family and Mricnds
of the deceased.”

The T.CC. Coraners Service is
slso investipating,

A large scale search for
WeDevill was launched in Lhe
Alays after she was reported
missing, with ahnut 170 peaple
ram 17 scarch teams on Vancou-
wer Island and the Lower Main
land helping fo scour the area's
sometimes challenging, steep
terrain.

with the searchers, who pur in
A combined Lotal of 5,000 hours
during the operation.

The search was called off
after nine days, but @ second
search was made in July after
data Mvom Moelievill’s smart-
watch helped narrow down
where she could he.

About 80 volunieers From 11
search-and-rescue teams took
part aves two days.

Sooke RCMEP then maintdined
an active missin, ErsO Inves-
tigation and kepl in close conlact
with AdcDevirt's family.

They acknowledsged fhe “sig-
nificunt efforts™ of Juun de Faca
Search and Rescue and assisting

Melissa McDevitt was Iast seen
on surveillance video f

alffort™ 1a locate ReDeyilt aver
the past veur.

arc being relcascd nul ol
respect for her fami

WeDevitt's father travelled SC:al
from MNorth Caroling to work jbeli

agencies.
tirnescolonist.oom
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at 1050 Yates St. in Victoria.

Victoria approves 481-unit
Harris Green rental project

AMDREW A. DUFFY
Times Colonist

WVicroria council has given a green light
to s mixed-use project that includes 451
rental-housing units in the Harris (Green
neighbaurhood.

Council voted unanimously Thursday to
approve a develoPment permir application
for the Churd Development project, which
will be bordered by Coolt Sreet to the
cast. Johnson Sireet 1o the north and Fales
Street to the south,

The praject is next to the city’s new
main fire hall a1 1025 Johnson St
"his is quite spectacular,” suid Maver
Marianne Alta, the only memhber af council
who was in effice when the city resoned
the entire fire-hall precinct in 200119 in
hopes of |ncr<‘a$cd residential density and
more dme: 2

“The arjpl]cﬂ\lt has managed to make
something Lhat works, bul iUs also some-
thing really unique and frankly quite besu-
titul in a very futuristic sort of way.”

Alle said the site had cnormous polen-
tial, and she believes Chard’s plans will
help transTorm the ares

‘The L-shuped project will include
twa rental buildings of 15 and 25 storevs
canneeted by commercial space on
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The 15- s.mrc; bmln}mg will Tace Cook
Streer, while the 25 storey tower will frone
Vates Street. There will also be Five two-
level townhouses facing Johnson Street.

The project required variances for
height and parking — there ave anly 206
parking spots, while zoning calls for 379,

To offset the lack of parking, the pro-
Jeet will include car-share memberships,
secure bile parking and a bike repair cen
1 The building is also an a majar transit
route M.[I{l bike route.

. Trave Thompson said the ci 5
g.(‘lling a 1ot in exehange for the variances
provided.

“When T think ahout the future of the
city and land use, Iihink iCs really impor-
tant te have development in the right
places, and this is a great example af it

said.

Thompsan said the city needs density

ncar wansit and bike roulcs Lo lacklc the
shortage of affordable housing a8 well a5
climare change.

He noted the 481 rental units will have
an impact on the city's low vacancy rate,
wrhi s ar ahour 1.5 per cent.
his is 4 key need in our housing spec-
trum,” he said
adullyiGmescolonisL.com
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‘Sextortion’

cases

on the rise, say
Saanich police

JEFF BELL
Times Calonist

Saanich police say they're getring
a growing number of reports of
Ssextortion,” where someone threatens
1o reveal an individual’s online sexual
behaviour if they don'l pay o cerlain
amount of money, often using pictures
or videas that victims have haeen con-
winced to send.

Palice said sextortion reports have
becn rising since last year, and they
receive several every manth

The Saanich cascs primarily i

Have Tarmed themzelves, police sa
adding most scxlorion scams are 1
by criminal groups in eastern Eurvpe
and Atrica. The department has an
interncl child-cxploitation investigator.
The warning follows the death in
Prince George of 12-vearold Carson
Cleland, who killed himself in October
atrer hecoming a wictim aof sextartion.
Aller Carson’s dealh, his parcnis urged
other parents to talls to their children
aboutr how not to fall wictim to enline
predators,
In October, 37 yearold Kevin Kob
ert MeCarty of Oregon was scrm need
o 20 munths in prison for 1 social
media to stalk and aexuany e‘cplnn three
teenage girls from Lhe West Shore, the
Comox Valley and Surrey. MoCarty pri-
marily used §rl'|[|(:'ll’lr o lure the girls,
and also communivated using Instegran,
€3nogle mail and Internet voice calls.
Saanich Sgr. Damian Kowalewich
suid parents and suardizns need to be
honest with Ynuth about the dangers of
online act . particularly il they are
charring with people they have not met
in real li
1'he RCMEs Nativnal Child Expluita-
tinn Crime Cenrre received about 52,000
sexlariian reporis in 2020-21. marking a
S10 per cent IMCIedse Over Seven ¥ears
Tlizaheth Saewyce, director of the
University of TL.C. School of Nursing,
who has studied sexual exploitation of
children and adalescents, said it can he
tricky for parents to stay on top of their
children's anline lives. “It"s difficulr
because voung people arce on digital
medisa, on their phones or websites or
even in the games that they're plaving
that have these features that allow youa
to talk to other peopl aid Saewy
Saewyc said predators can alsa be
skilled al moving quickly 1o get youth L
let their guard down and helieve there is
an inlimate” relalionship in the works,
For parents, she said part of the pre
ventive process is having conversations
slressing Lo their children that pcuplc
they encounter on the internet “may not
be wha they say they are.’
Certsin things should raise s young
person’s suspicions, Saewye said,
including someonc They ' ve never met

in real life claiming to be falling in love
right away, or asking them Lo move 1o a
different suftwire platform — v asking
right away for a picture of their face.
e cautious, be wary and il they're
asking for something more, be aware
that it might o somewhers ¥ou never
expeeted snd il may oot be something
that ¥ou can remove from the internet.”
Of the more than 2,300 cascs
of :.extornun in Canada reported
From Sep 31, 2023 ta
Cybertip Ld, a sexual-abuse L1p line.
91 per cent involved boys under 18, and
84 per cent af cases nccurred on Tnsta-
cram or Snapchal.
Baewye said the reason so many
cases involve males could he linked (o a

10 Ly LD protact @ propo-
sitoned by people or avoiding stnmgers
and being sexually harassed and things
like that, but we don’t necessarily think
about or have this perspective that boys
can be laraeied, as well™

AS @ result, boys amd young men
might not be as prepared to he cau-
1ious pr 1o Feel like they don’t have 1o e
1esrmrwi»+.‘ to something online, she said.

Sacwyc is the research dircctar with
Lher l\dt,Lrt,urv Centre Society, which

onducts the 5. Ilealth
Survey evel I'uc years. She said the
2018 survey looked into how youth in
Girades 7 1o 12 used their phones.

‘They were asked Lthings like how
confident they were that they could
say no ta texting an inrimare picture ar
messapa, she said, adding cight per cent
of young people either didn't think they
could say no or weren't sure.

She said access ta purnugraph\'
the internet could also be a Facia

In March, Lhe provincial gm-m-nmcm
passed the Intimare Images Protec
tion Act to create legal fools to prevent
non-consensual distribution of intimake
images online, and said it plans o
launch an gnline plaiform in January
where people can report their intmare
images heing circulared without their
wunsent,

Sasnich police offered the following
advice Mor dealing wilh sexiortion:

« Tell vour parent or pusrdian what is
happening.

» Don't give in o threats, never pay
muney and never send additional inti-
mate pictures.

= For investigative purposcs, save all
texts, inages and communications, and
take sCreenshors of messages and The
profile of the person involved,

= Make a report through Cyhertip.ca.
and report the person contacting you
wia the socisl-media platform they are
using.

= Fnow Lhal yvou are not alone and
police can help
Thell@dmescelonisl.oom

UPLANDS

3550 Beach Drive

Gurgeous view & incredibl
private & quict serting!
6300sylt Uplands homue
on G2 acres, meticulausly
maintained aver the ye:

4 great opportnity in
fantastic location|

I Lisa for a private

$3,600,000
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