
Laid-off Myra Falls Mine 
workers face difficult choices
CARLA WILSON
Times Colonist

Former Myra Falls Mine workers 
are facing difficult choices, includ­
ing the prospect of uprooting their 
lives to find employment elsewhere 
in the country, working in camps or 
taking a pay cut to stay put.

Unifor, which represents the 300 
mine workers at Myra Falls and 
thousands more working in mines 
across the country, is surveying the 
laid-off employees to find out what 
they need, what kind of services 
they are looking for and if they are 
seeking local employment.

A meeting involving provincial 
agencies, community leaders, First 
Nations, municipal council repre­
sentatives and the union to discuss 
next steps is set for Jan. 10. A pre­
liminary meeting has already been 
held.

After news spread on Dec. 20 
that the mine was shutting down 
and nearly 300 workers were being 
laid off, the union was bombarded 
with inquiries from mines across 
Canada looking for workers, some 
offering to fly workers into their 
sites, said Mario Santos, national 
representative for Unifor.

Companies spend millions of dol­
lars to recruit mine workers and 
there’s a shortage of skilled employ­
ees, he said.

“A bunch of guys are going 
to be able to get some employ­

ment elsewhere.”
Those offered permanent work 

will have to decide if they are going 
to leave Campbell River for good, 
he said.

Others may find temporary 
camp work, allowing them to stay 
based on Vancouver Island.

“There’s going to be a lot of peo­
ple that are going to want to stay in 
the community,” said Santos, adding 
the question is whether they will be 
able to find a job offering similar 
pay.

The layoffs came as the company 
announced it was seeking creditor 
protection. Union members have 
received back pay and pay up to 
Dec. 29, Santos said. They are antic­
ipating another six weeks of pay 
from the company.

The initial plan was for the com­
pany to keep on 24 workers to main­
tain the mine. But a flood in recent 
days affected a “big chunk” of the 
mine, Santos said.

He thinks the employer is look­
ing at the current situation to see 
if two dozen workers would be 
adequate in the event of a major 
incident.

Santos does not have details of 
the flood but said it was “pretty 
substantial.”

It took the company a few days 
to bring in needed pumps, he said. 
The flooding has been stopped and 
a cleanup process is underway. 
cjwilson@timescolonist.com

Vancouver police deploy 
body-worn cameras to 
85 officers in pilot project
The Canadian Press

VANCOUVER — Dozens of Vancouver police officers are now 
recording their interactions on body-worn cameras in a 
pilot project the department says is aimed at improving 
public trust.

Deputy Chief Howard Chow announced 85 officers in 
the traffic section, and those who work in the downtown 
core and in east Vancouver will begin patrolling with chest- 
mounted cameras.

The department says in a statement that officers are 
expected to activate their cameras as soon as it’s safe and 
when there’s a reasonable belief that there will be a use of 
force or violent behaviour.

After extensive community consultation, Chow says they 
believe they’ve reached a balance that protects peoples’ 
rights and privacy, while enhancing public trust.

A coroners’ jury in the 2015 police beating death of 
Myles Gray recommended last May that Vancouver police 
expedite its plans to use body-worn cameras for all patrol 
officers.

The statement says the results of the pilot project will 
guide the department in developing a broader camera pol­
icy for all its officers.

Chow says the cameras launched Thursday are about 
trust and continuing to deliver the best service to residents.

“We are confident that we are hiring excellent men and 
women to do a very challenging job. However, if this tool 
helps to reassure and strengthen public confidence and 
trust, then it’s an important step worth taking.”

The department says officers who activate their camera 
will inform a person they are being recorded as soon as pos­
sible, unless doing so could jeopardize the safety of police 
or the public.

It says officers aren’t required to have their cameras on 
all the time if they aren’t responding to a specific incident 
or interaction with a member of the public.
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Conservation group buys hunting rights 
in B.C. rainforest to protect wildlife
CHUCK CHIANG
The Canadian Press

A conservation group says its 
latest purchase of exclusive hunt­
ing rights in a British Columbia 
rainforest is a major step toward 
protecting the area’s wildlife, 
but hunters say the move is an 
“abuse” of the licensing system.

The Raincoast Conservation 
Foundation, based in Sidney, said 
Thursday that it raised $1.92 mil­
lion over two years to buy the 
rights from hunters that covers 
roughly a quarter — or 18,000 
square kilometres — of the Great 
Bear Rainforest on the province’s 
north and central coast.

Raincoast’s guide outfitter co­
ordinator Brian Falconer said the 
group has fulfilled all aspects of 
the purchase except the physical 
transfer of the hunting licences, 
which is being completed.

The province confirmed in a 
statement that it has received the 
application to transfer the cer­
tificate, and the transaction was 
being reviewed.

Falconer said they will con­
tinue to buy more hunting rights 
to achieve the ultimate goal of 
eliminating commercial trophy 
hunting completely in the Great 
Bear Rainforest.

The purchase makes Rain- 
coast the largest hunting tenure 
holder in B.C., covering more 
than 56,000 square kilometres.

“Literally hundreds of animals 
every year, including particu­
larly the trophy species like 
grizzly bear, black bear, wolves, 
cougars, those are the real tro­
phy species, those are not being 
killed now,” he said.

He said it assures there are 
healthy populations of animals, 
particularly carnivores, all 
through the Great Bear Rainfor­
est.

Raincoast has been buying 
hunting rights in the province 
since 2005, after a 2001 mora­
torium on grizzly-bear hunting

The visiting Duke and Duchess of Cambridge, along with then-premier Christy Clark, walk through the 
Great Bear Rainforest in Bella Bella in 2016. cp file

approved by an NDP government 
was overturned when the Liber­
als were elected to government.

The province again brought in 
a ban on grizzly hunting in 2017 
after the NDP returned to power, 
but Falconer said Raincoast will 
continue its efforts because there 
are many other species the group 
can protect by controlling hunt­
ing tenures.

“We are required to do hunts 
in order to maintain these territo­
ries at this point,” Falconer said.

“We’ve been very unsuccess­
ful at those hunts, and so the 
harvest rate has gone down to 
zero in those properties,” he said. 
“We just have very, very poor 
hunters.”

In the place of commercial 
hunting, Raincoast has been 
encouraging ecotourism in the 
regions where they hold ten­
ure, another intentional move 
that Falconer said is aimed to 
show the economic potential of

a sustainable industry based on 
wildlife.

“It is lighting the path to a 
new, conservation-based econ­
omy that is not dependent on 
killing and extracting things,” he 
said.

Raincoast’s purchases, how­
ever, have upset the group Hunt­
ers for B.C., which says the move 
amounts to abusing commercial 
licensing to stifle legal hunting 
activities.

The group’s president, Robin 
Unrau, said the 2017 ban on griz­
zly hunting put several outfitters 
in a difficult financial situation, 
which gave conservation groups 
like Raincoast an opportunity to 
the buy tenures from hunters 
with the plan to not hunt.

“Whether they’re taking 
them out hunting physically or 
whether it’s just on paper to look 
good, it should be written better 
that a hunting tenure is for the 
purpose of hunting and not as we

say just going through the motion 
on paper and using this propa­
ganda,” Unrau said.

He said the move to limit 
commercial hunting also isn’t 
addressing the key challenge fac­
ing species like the grizzly, which 
is habitat protection.

Unrau said hunting, when 
done responsibly, is actually a 
key tool in maintaining biodi­
versity and balance in a given 
region, and Hunters for B.C. are 
members of the Fish, Wildlife 
and Habitat Coalition that play a 
role in conservation efforts.

“Protectionism is fantastic,” 
he said. “It has to have its time 
and place.

“There’s always two sides to a 
story; if conservation organiza­
tions or environmental groups 
choose not to really look at the 
big picture, which is the habitat. 
If we’re not able to look at that, I 
think it’s a failure on all our part 
for the wildlife.”

Christmas Tree 
chipping 2024
Wherever you live in Greater 
Victoria, you can get your 
Christmas tree chipped nearby. 
Check the list for locations and 
hours.

Easter Seal. Recycle your live Christmas 
tree and donate to Easter Seals. Saturday 
and Sunday, Jan. 6 and 7. By donation to 
Easter Seals Camp Shawnigan. Drop off 
locations: Tillicum Shopping Centre; Save- 
on-Foods - Fort & Foul Bay; Westshore 
Town Centre; Broadmead Village Shopping 
Centre; Shawnigan Lake at Mason's Store
6 Patio Ltd. (Jan. 6 only); Mill Bay Thrifty 
Foods; B.C. Forest Discovery Centre in 
Duncan. Details at eastersealsbcy.ca.

Victoria
St Patrick's Elementary School tree 
chipping event is by donation and all the 
proceeds will go toward the school's pro­
grams. Jan. 6-7,1 -3 p.m. at 2368 Trent St.

Central Middle School PAC. Saturday 
and Sunday, Jan. 6-7 at 1280 Fort St.
Tree chipping both days, bottle drive on 
Sunday only. By donation for the school's 

programs.

Oak Bay
Castaway Wanderers Rugby Football 
Club Currie Road, next to the Windsor Park 
Rose Garden. Jan. 6-7,10 a.m.-4 p.m. and 
Jan. 15,12-4 p.m. More at cwrugby.com 

Oak Bay Firefighters'Tree Recycle. By 
donation with proceeds toward the Oak 
Bay Bursary program. Jan. 6-7,9 a.m.-4 
p.m. at 1703 Monterey Ave., Fireman's 
Park, behind the fire department.

Esquimalt
Compassionate Resource Warehouse.
Let the CRW volunteers help you dispose 
of your tree at their tree chipping event. 
This service is provided by donation and 
helps subsidize their youth programming. 
Sunday, Jan. 7,10 a.m.-4 p.m. at the 
Arching Browning Sports Centre in the 
back parking lot, 1151 Esquimalt Rd.

Saanich
Claremont Key Club. Jan. 6,10 a.m.-4 
p.m. and Jan. 7,10 a.m.-2 p.m. at 
Claremont Secondary School (student park­
ing lot off Claremont Ave). By donation 
(suggested Si 0/tree) — proceeds to the 
club's charitable donations. Service pro­
vided by Cullen Tree Services.

McKenzie Elementary School annual 
Christmas Tree Chipping Fundraiser with 
Bartlett Tree Experts. By donation, with 
proceeds going to the creation of Outdoor 
Learning Spaces. Jan. 6-7,10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
at McKenzie Elementary School, 4005 
Raymond St. North, back parking lot.

Reynolds Music Tree Chipping and 
Bottle Drive. By donation for the school's 
music programs, bring your tree and empty 
bottles to Reynolds Secondary School,
3963 Borden St. Jan. 6-7, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Oaklands Elementary tree chipping and 
bottle drive. Saturday, Jan. 6,10 a.m.-2 
p.m. at Oaklands Elementary parking lot, 
2827 Belmont Ave. Suggested donation 
of $10 toward the school and all of its 

programs.

Knights of Columbus. Jan. 6,10 a.m.- 
4 p.m. at St. Joseph the Worker Parish,
753 Burnside Rd. West.

Victoria Lions Club. Tree chipping Jan.
6-7, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at Broadmead Shopping 
Centre in the Thrifty Foods cart area and a 
bottle drive, Jan. 13,9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Community Living Victoria tree chipping 
fundraiser. By donation, Jan. 6-7,10 a.m.- 
4 p.m. at 3861 Cedar Hill Cross Rd.

Central Saanich
Central Saanich Lions Club. Jan. 6-7; 
13-14, 9 a.m.-3 p.m in the parking lot at 
1800 Hovey Rd. (adjacent to the Central 
Saanich Lawn Bowls Club)

North Saanich
North Saanich Firefighters Tree 
Chipping and Bottle Drive. Jan 6,10
a.m.-2 p.m. at 986 Wain Rd., North Saanich 
(Fireball). Enjoy a hot dog, fire truck ride 
with the family, and hot chocolate. 100% 
of proceeds help local children year round.

Sidney
Sidney Lions Club. Jan. 6-7,10 a.m.-3 
p.m. at Iroquois Park, 9586 5th St., Sidney. 
By donation.

Sidney Elementary PAC no-sort bottle 
drive and tree chipping. Jan. 7,10 a.m.-3 
p.m. (bottle drive 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m.) at 2281 
Henry Ave., Sidney. By donation and pro­
ceeds go toward the school's programs. 

Colwood
Colwood Volunteer Firefighters' 
Association. Tree chipping by donation. 
Jan. 6-7,9 a.m.-3 p.m. at the Colwood Fire 
Hall, 3215 Metchosin Rd.

Langford
Juan De Fuca Search and Rescue tree 
chipping and bottle drive fundraiser, 
by donation. Jan. 6,11 a.m.-3 p.m. at 
Slegg Lumber, 1210 Childlow Connector, 
Langford.

Langford
GFL Environmental is offering free 
Christmas tree drop-off. Throughout the 
January, Monday to Saturday from 8 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. at 1045 Dunford Ave.

View Royal
Victoria Gizeh Shrine Clown Unit. Tree 
chipping by donations with proceeds to the 
Shriners Hospital for Children in Montreal. 
Jan. 6-7,9 a.m.-3 p.m. at Canadian Tire,
1519 Admirals Rd. Also featuring balloon 
animlas, red noses, colouring books and 
Loci, the locomotive and caboose.

OTHER PLACES FOR GARDEN WASTE
Please confirm hours, restrictions and 
charges before dropping off your tree.

• Ellice Recycle — 524 David St. Monday 
to Friday 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. and Saturday 
and Sunday 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

• Hartland Landfill — 1 Hartland Ave. 
Monday to Friday 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Saturday
7 a.m.-2 p.m. Closed on Sundays and statu­
tory holidays. 250-360-3030

• Colwood public works yard —
3300 Wishart Rd. 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. on the 
first and third Saturday of the month. 
250-475-4133

• Esquimalt/View Royal yard and waste 
transfer station — 605 Canteen Rd. 
Tuesday to Sunday 8 a.m.-5 p.m., excluding 
statutory holidays. 250-883-8683

• North Saanich public works yard —
10180 Littlewood Rd. Open 8 a.m. to noon, 
Jan. 12 and 16 and every Saturday except 
for Dec. 31.250-656-0781

• Saanich public works yard —
1040 McKenzie Ave. Open Monday, 
Tuesday, Friday and Saturday 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Closed all other days, plus statutory holi­
days. 250-475-5599

• Victoria Public Works Yard —
417 Garbally Red. Saturdays 7 a.m. to 
2 p.m. 250-361-0400
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