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HMCS Max Bernays, an Arctic patrol ship, is slated to arrive at CFB Esquimalt on Monday.

ROWAL CAMADIAN MAVY

New era naval Shlp arriving at CI'B Esquimalt

DARRON KLOSTER
Times Colonist

The tirsc of a new era of ships
for the Ruyal Canadian Navy is
arriving on the West Coast next
ek

HMCS Max Bernays left Hali-
fax on March 11, made its way
threugh the Panama Conal and
ix heading north from Ssn Fran-
cisca for arrival at CFT Faqui-
mall on Moenday about 10:30 a.an.
The ship has a blended crew of
about 70 from CTT Halifax and
CrB Esquimalt,

Named after a hern of the Sec-
arud World War, 1he Max Bernays
is an Arcric and offshore patrol
wvessel designed (o assert Cana-

ian suvereignty in the Arctic’s
Northwest Paszage and on the
Wesl Coast, and (o support inter-
nutiondl operations,

Taur of the new ITarry
TeWall-class vossels wore huilt
at Irving Shipyards in Halifax

and arc operalional while another

two are under construction,

CTT Esquimalt will he home
port Tor two ol the vessels — the
Max Bernays and the Robert
TTampton Civay, currently being
built in Halifzx, said Sub-Lt.
simon GGonsalves,

He said the DeWolr-class c‘hlps
differ from the navy's frigates
Innk and capabilities. Thes are

Second World War hero Max
Bernays was coxswain on HMCS
Assiniboine during Battle of the
Atlantic. ROvAL CANADIAN Navy

cach 103 motres long with a Lop
speed of 31 kmvh (17 knots), &
range af (5,800 nautical miles and
acrew of up 1o 85, The class has
ice-breaking plating and special
design Fearures for operation in
drastically different envicen-
ments from Arctic to mopical
walers — and the abilily 1o pro-
wide rapid mobility to navy and
ather Canadian Armed Forces
personnel,

he navy said the class is

able 1o conduct armed presence
and surveillanee operations,
cantribute tn humanitarian assis-

tance, eMErgency response and
disasicr relicl both domestically
and internationally, and conduct
search and rescue missi

‘Lhe enclosed fo'esl
foremwst part of the upper deck
— and cable deck protect Tore-
deck machinery and personnel
wark spaces from the Arctic
enyiranment. The stern is able 1a
accommodate pavlodds such as
shipping containers, underwater
survey equipment or landing
cruft, The ship is equi
a 20-10n0e Cranc, prov
load and unload capabilities.

Tt has a hay large enough to
carry spoecializcd vl les such

snowmabiles, providing rapid
mobility Lo transpart personncl
over land or ice_

Two 4.5-megawalt main
prupulsion engines puwer the
=hips, and bow thrusters pr
wide increased mancuverabilicy,
allowing berthing withour assis-
tance from tughoats.

Retractable fin stabilivers can
be deploved to reduce ship roll
inopon poean operations, and
wan be retructed for vperations
in ice. Trepending on mission
requirements, Lhe ships are able
to accommodate aireraft runging
from small utility aircraf up to
the CH-148 Cyclone maritime
helicoprer.

The class has a BAE 25mm
WMk 28 machine gun syslem wilh
pun targeting and surveillunce
system, as well as the M242 can-
non.

HMCOS Max Bernavs was
launched on Ocr. 23, 2021, and a
naming ceremony was held the
following May.

Chief ety Officer Max Tier
nays, & VAnCouver nativ erved
as the coxswain on TIN Assin
xbl.lu.m. during the Bale of the
At

on a‘\ug 6, 1942, during
intense surface gun actlion
against German submarine
1210, the Assiniboine manaenu-
wred in and out of fog atrempt-
ing ta ram and sink the enemy
submarine, Bolh vesscls wore
firing high explosive shells ar
close range, resulting in a fire
that engulfed the bridge un.
wheelhouse of Assiniboine. Sur-
rounded by smoke and Mamos
while steering the ship, Bernays
ordered two junior sailors ta get
clear, leaving him alune at the
helm and trapped by the blaze.

Surrounded by Mames, he
executed all the helm orders
as Assiniboine manneuvred for
position against the U-boat, and
did the work of the two telegraph
men, disparching more than 130
srders to the engine room. Sev-
eral bullets and shells penetrated

the wheelhouse as the enemy
concentrated their machine-gun
snd cannen fire on the bridge.

Fventually Assiniboine
rammed and sank U-214 in
what was considered to be an
extremely hard-fought action,
during which the Canadians
suffered one fatality and 13
wolnded

n the German side, 38 of the
48 crew were rescued

Beornays wus awarded the
Conspicuous Gallantry Medal for
his courage and devation to duty
during the battle, He was one of
anly two members of the Roval
Canadian Mavy ta receive the
medal during the Second World
War.

He survived and went on Lo
serve in Kores. He died in 1
at age 64. IMis medals are on dis-
play at CFE Esquimalt.

The six new Arctic and off-
shore patrel vessels have all
been named after Canadian
naval heroes.

The lead ship was named
HMCS Harry DeWolf. The other
s in rhe class are named
Aargaret Brooke, William Hall,
Frédérick Ralerre and Rabert
Hamptan Gray, who grew up in
Irail and Nelson. He was a navy
officer and pilor and rhe recipi-
ent of the Victoria Cross,
dklostergitimescolonist. com

Music programs, counsellors feel the pinch
in Greater Victoria School District budget

JEFF BELL
Times Calonist

Music programs, elemen
tary-schoal counsellors and
ledarning-suppurt teachers are
among the areas where trus
1ees have made culs in the
Gredter Victoria School L¥is-
trict's $318-million budger.

Greateys Victoria Teach-
ers’ Association president
Tlda Turcotre said the mrustees
had “a difficult task™ in theic
ettorts io produce a balanced
hudaet ‘w rcquwc:d by the prov-
ine they were facins o
$e- illion defieit in the 2004.25
Tudg e,

She said funding from the
pravincial government isn'c
enough, wilh the distvict hav-
ing to halance the budget while
dealing with such Mactars as
aging infrastructure and rising
uriliey costs

*TU's very dire 1o know that
the dizstricts don't have enough
mmey o run their schaals
properly,” she said. “1ts disap-
pointing, but the sovernment
is o1 funding school districts
appropriately.”

Greater Yictoria School
Board chair Nicole Duncan
said il is propressively more
difficult fur school districts to
address “escalating intlation-
ary cost pressurces and aging
infrastructure alongside the
increasingly comples needs of
our students without reducing
essential services.™”

The province said operating
funds for school districts has
heen steadily increasing since
2017, and the average Tunding
is now 513,000 per student
For a total af almost S8 hillion,
including special grants, in

25, which represents a S
cont increase Ivom 201617
‘he Greater Victoria School
Dristrict is receiving $80 million
more from the province than
it did in 2016 17, the province

t's overall 202435
ng about
sludents in 48 schoals was bal-
anced through a 51.9 million
surplus from the current year,
along with cuts and adjust-
mients of $4.1 million.
TWlusic-relaled budgel meas-
wres include switching some

programs Lo a cheaper “hub"
model that saves $137,173 and
sces Lhe programs central ized
ut 14 schools rather than being
spread around the districr.

Turcaie said it means the
reduction of a couple of teach
ing johs “and it's going to he
challenging to see which sta-
dents are going to be able to
make il 1o those music classes

The need for students to
travel to music class, likely
Hhefore vr alter schosl, wi
problematic for some families,
Turcotre said

Music programs previously
weathered cuts in 2022, when
budget pressures led 1o a 20
per cent decresse in music
funding.

Some of the other culs
inelude one full time counsel-
itian ar the districr level,
aluner with @ partial position at
four elementary schools, and o
Tull-time administrative posi-
tion was cut,

T.osing snme learning-
suppaort Lleachers affects the
amount of help for studenrs
dealing wilh such 1hings as
seademic challenges or sovial-

ernotional -smms Turcotle said

She sai metul”
when couns enmg time and
lesrning support get cut “when
we know these are the suppo
most needed by our students.

‘Also in the budget is a per
manent reduction of $552,042
in the allocativn of supplic
schools, 3 cut to the interna
tignal-cducation supply budoct
for a saving of $115,153 and
pausing rhe aviation program
Tor a year.

Greater efficiencies in the
distriburion of rechnology ta
students saved S604,

All of B.C.s 60 schoal dis-
rricts must have a balanced
budpet in place sach vear by
June 30.

The Sooke School Distriel is
planning to have first reading
of its 2024-25 budger on April
JL). W uh passage possible on

Tn 1hc Saanich School Dis-
triet, 1 public meeting to gather
npui on budget priarities will
be held Wednesday al 7 pomn.al
Bayside Middle Schonol,
followed by final approval of
the budget on May 15,

Hiker stuck in mud up to his hips

Tirmes Coloriist

Tr's not unusual for hikers on
1he Juan de Fuca trail w sink
up to their knees in mud, but a
recent mud-related call was a
first.

Juan de Fuca Search and
Ru‘scm‘ \\'as. called aler a hiker
on the ank dewn to his
hips in mud and couldn't get
aut for a conple of huurs,

The hiker was extricated
by athers on the trail who
hippened tu pass by before
members were ahle (o

respond, said Victoria Clarke,
co-ordinator and manager for
the ream.

Clarke said the incident is
st of its kind on the trail
Tenowledge.

“1t is A really muddy, muddy
trail and it's not unusual to
o knee deep in it bul 1o be
actually physically stuck where
¥ou can’t self rescue, thar's an
unusual call,” she said

sSearch and rescue mem
Brers have on accasian sunk
ta their thiphs while carrying
strefchers nn the trail, but

for hour

(hey've always been able 1a
get vut fairly easily, said

Clarke, who emphasized that
the trail docs nol have gquick-
sand

1's just really muddy and
fur some resson, that particu-
lar sport is really deep. And th
poor Fellow managed o Find it,
Clarke said.

T.C. Parks asaid in a state-
ment il's aware of the March 29
incident about a kilometre east
ot Chin Tieach

The provineidl body and
park aperator cardoned of f the

on Juan de Fuca trail

arca and built a 130-metre trail
reroute to bypass it

The reroute alsn bypasses a
nearby trail washoul Lo prevent
a similar situsaton oceurring
there, T8.C. Parks said

Hikers un the Juan de Focd
Jdarine T 1 should be pre-
pared Far uncven graund and
slippery conditions on muddy
rrails, wooden surfaces, boul-
ders and rocky sharcelines, il
sai

ITikers can check the T8.C7
Parks website For updates on
park information.

Rescue tecam
regroups
after little
orca thwarts
capture

Ihe Caradian Press

ZEBALLOS — A second atrempt to
rescue an orphancd killer whale
calf stranded in & remote Brit
ish Calumbia lagaen is being
planned alter an initial effort 1o
capture the young orea tailed on
Triday.

An gdministraror worloing with
the Ehattesaht First Nation on the
whale rescue allempl saicl the 1eam
is regronping and planning its next
effart ta save the young arca, bhut
said there is no date sol Far the nex
nperation.

Rescuars said Lhe orca cvaded
cupture during Friday's initial
attempt ta corral her into the shal-
Taws of the lagoon with a net, place
her in a sling and carry her to open
warers.

Fisheries Department marine
mammal co-ordinator Paul Cor
trell said there was a huge effary
to cateh the calf but she's “very
smare” and they have to rethink
their strategies,

He said rescuers, including
members of the r‘h'\tl(‘sahi Tirsi
Nation, Yancouver Agnariam stalT
and other experts, aren't giving up
and remain optimistic. They note
the calf is still in good health and
swimming well

The twa-year-old whale has
been alime in Little Espinosa Inlet,
about 450 kilometres northwesr
of Victoria, for three weeks since
its pregnant mother was beached at
Tow lide and dicd on March 23

The twe whales entered the
lagoon last maonth by swimming
through a narraw and fast-moving
channel connec g it to the ocean.

Ffforts 16 porsuade the call 1o
swim back through the shallow
channel proved furile.
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