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Rescuers make their wa
Wl JUAK OF FUCA SEARCH AMNT

Over four hours, rescuers
carry injured student
from Juan de Fuca Trail

JEFF BELL
Times Colanist

This week's rescue of a student
who tell on a schonl hike on the
Juan de Tuca Trail and had ro
be carried out on A streccher for
ahour four hours is a reminder
ol the trail's dangers, says a
search and rescue co-ordinator.

Juan de T'uca Search and Res-
wue was notified of the incident
about S:30 pom. Wednesday after
a 911 eellphone call was passcd
alonp by the B.C, Ambulance
Service.

Co-ordinataor Vicloria Clarke
said 13.Juan de Fuca tedm
members responded and were
juined by fuur people from
Metchosin Search and Rescue.
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“Metchosin helps us o lot,™
she said. en we need extra
peaple, they're always at the
Teady For us.”

Clarke said initial responders
got 16 the student within an hour,
but it was difficult to get her to
the trailhead on a stretcher, as
the lerrain is rough and rugged.

“We had to use ropes on a
couple of nccasions ta secure the
cher, and that takes time.™
he operation wasn't wrapped
up until the carly-marning hotres
Thursday,

Clarke said the trail doesn’t
always acl the respect it
deserves as a wildermess
cxpericnce, in part becausc its
wnly about an how’s drive from
=, ;

aria

T1's alsa sharier than the West

Coast Trail 47 kilometres long,
wversus 75 for the West Coast
Tra

think what happens is
Because iCs so close la Vietoria
and il's a shorier wrail, some
peaple nnderestimate the
challenges,” she said. “I's really
edsy to go out not prepared, if
wou dan't have the proper fone-
wear, ole.”

That’s not to sav the school
group wasn't ready for the trail,
because accidents can come up

at any time, Clarke said.

"L gut a lot of tripping
s, a lot of steep sections,
rools on the sleep sce-

" she said. “I think even if
vau have all the right gear and
vou're fit, things can happen.
That's just the nature of it.”

Whon conditions allow, the
Royal Canadisn Marine Search
and Rescue can he contacred For
a boal rescue or a helicopLer can
be used, but that wasn't the case
in this instance, Clarke said.

As o tesmn, we Know we can't
vely on a helicopter or hoat — we
have o be able o pevform this
kind of rescue and that's what
we train for”

‘There ;e 32 active members
in the Juan de Fuca group who
plll in acombined 12,000 hours

last vear  an increase from
2023 — for eallouts, training and
olther activities, Clarke s;

She said she always stresses
the need for people (o be pre-
pared, and routinely directs
them to the websire adven-
turesmart.caprogramss for
advice on getting ready for the
ourdoors.

The site Features the Juan de
Fuca Trail in one of its 11 trail-

pecific safery videos.
|he| @ timescolenist.com

Federal budget falls
short, says Indigenous
language advocate

ANDREW A DUFFY
Times Colonist

A provincial cultural
wrganization says it expects
Indigenons-language
revilalizalion programs will
have to be cut er funding
commirments in this spring's
rederal budget fell shart al
expectations.

Carla T.cwis, chaiv of the
Brentwood Bay-based First
Penples’ Culrural Council, said
funding o languape progeams
could be cut in half based on
what {ftawa has hudgered for
th

ar
here will definitely be less
programming ar the community
level, jobs and projects will have
tn get scaled back nr completely
stop,” siid Lewis. "This couald
have quite & sipnificant effect.”

The federal government has
commitied $225 million vver tie
next five years tor the “vibrancy
of Tndigenaus cultu and lan-
pusges,” with $45 million per
vear going to Canadian Heritage
for Tndigenous language and cul-
tural programs.

T.ewis said that $45 million
will be split between the prov-
inces, and B.C. iz likely to ger
less than hall af it bascd on a
funding formula,

T.ast vear, the Tirst Peaples’
Cultural Conngil received
5140.3 million in federal funding,
alfigure the arganization said is
still about $29 million short of
what is needed.

“Tf gur main funder cuts
lits contribution | in half, we're
potentially looking ar a kot of the
prants vul Lo communitivs hav-
ing to be cut bacl,” she said.

That means postpaning,
scaling back o cancelling
cHmmunity-level programming
and culling jobs Tor leacher
researchers and Drosram e
ordinarors, she said.

In a statcment wo the Tires
Calonist, Canadian Heritage
noted it had worked over the
past year with Indigenous
groups to implement new fund-
ing maodels meant 1o aive more
control to Indigenons groups.

*“This is consistent with the
Indigenous Lunguapes Act,
which states that Indigenous
peoples ave best positionaed 1o
lead the reclaumation, revitaliza-
tion, maintenance and strength-

ening their languages,” the
department said.

The starement did not address
suggestions the budget has been
trimined. bul pointed oul Dlawa
has directed $310.1 million since
20419 o suppart the community-
ba;ed efforts of First Nations,

T and MEtis to reclaim, vewvi-
¢, maintain and strenghen
their languages.

T.ewis said the group is Frus-
trated, as previous funding lev-
els had allowed it to scale up, not

Just doing onc-ofT classcs, bul
starting to address all aspects
of revitalizing and sustaining a
language.

“Being able to get fluency
at a biglevel back in our
cormmunities again is such o
challenge, and now we have o
cut back.”

In the past five yedrs, since
the Indigenous Languages Act
was introduced and funding

or languages increased sig-
niticantly, IB.C. has seen a 20 per
cent incresse in the numbers of
penple learning their language,
Lewis said.

The worls is difficulr, 4s in
some caommunities, there are
only a handiul — aften only
one or two — speakers lefr, she
added. “The amount of work
that's required to get 4 language
fron one or Twa speakers hack
o Muency tremendous.
genenu:mrul work.”

According to the First Pen-
ples’ Cultural Couneil
MNautions-led provineisl Crown
corporation whose mandaie is
to help First Nations revitalize
their languages, arts and culture
— B.C. has the greatest diversily
of First Nations languages in
Canada.

There are 36 languapes and
more than 25 dialects across
T.Cs 204 First MNations. Half af
all Mmelirenous langusges in the:
eountrv originare in B.C.

Lewis said languages arc
vitally important to Fiest
Marions, as they “hald aur cul-
rure. rustory arndd ways of being.

e can’'t over-emphasize the
urpency of the situation and we

can’t wait another five years
getf the funding needed o
breathe 1ife inlo our languascs
thar were stolen from us,”
said.

she
“We need long-term, sus-
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