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With land purchase,

Langford middle school
could be built in a few years

JEFF BELL
Times Colonist

A pew middle school in Lang lord
could be ppening its doors within
The NexT Few vears

Details of the purchase of &
three-hecrare property on Gare-
way Road. near Cosleo, lor Lhe
middle school for S25 million
were anmnounced Monday, with
the provinee providing dbout
$21 million and the schoal dis
1rict pulting up close 1a 54 mil-
liom.

Three ta five years is the
uslnl time it 1akes from by -

e land to completing a school
pi (|_|(:Cl said Sooke Schonl Board
whuir Amanda Loy

Work underway to complete
a retaining wall and other mcas-
ures is part of the purchase
agreement, Dowhy said.

The site is dircetly aeross
the rvad from a previcusly
announced secondary-school
project. Lo be located on 4.8-hee-
tares purchased four years agn
For 520 million

Langfurd Mayor Scott Good-
manson said the newest land
purchasc is “FanLaslic news.”™

A new middle school is “very
much needed and it can’t come
suon enouph.” he said, “Our
schools are absolutely filled,
welve gol portablos ™

Amenities at the twe school
cauld include all-weather pla
ing Miclds or a track thal would
benefit the larger community as
well, said Langford-Tuan de Fuca
DLA Rovi Parmar, former chaic
af the Sonke Schoal Board

Trowhy said thal praviding
enough space for students in the
fast-growing school district is an

angoing concern For the schaal
board and district officials.

She said the district has seen
wrowlh throughout Langford and
at all age levels. “We're seeing it
all across the baard right naw as
new families continue to move
inte pur communities.”

There will be some rel
when SCLANEW STELITI
mentary School is camplered in
2025 — althoush it is expected
0 be at or near its 480-student
capacity when il opens, Doawhy
said. Modular additiens ar Ruth
King and David Camernn ele-
mentaries should help, as well,
she said

PEXSISEN Rlemaniar ¥
wpened in 2022 is already full
ShA Centre Mauntain Tethm
WTiddie School, also apened in
2022, is getting close to capacity,
Dowhy said.

Sooke School Board chalr Amanda Dowhy, left, and MLA Ra

details of a $
school at 2460 Galeway RI:L,
ADELAN LAR, TIMES COLOMIST

The other priovivies in the
school distriet™s capital plan
include an clementary school
on Flint Avenue in north Lang-
ford, an elementary schonl it
the Royal Tiay arca of Colwood,
and an elementary school in
the vicinity of Snnke’s Sunriver

land purchase for a new middle

in Langford on Monday.

Falates. Tand has been secured
for all of those projects.

The district’s student papula-
tivn hus grown by 20 per cent
in rthe past 15 years and is now
up (o 13,700 That is cxpm.i(‘d 1o
jump to 16,000 by 2
jhellEtimescolonist. com

Biden gets rousing ovation from
Democrats as he gives Harris
enthusiastic endorsement

The Associated Press

CHICAGD — U5, President Joe
Tiden delivered his valedic-
tory address to the Democrartic
Mational Conventinn on Monday
night. us his decision e end his
reelection bid released new-

The ticket.
Afrer 52 yedrs rising to the
pinnacle of nfluence within
his party, Biden, 81, reccived
a hero’s welcome for the act of
stepping aside For Harris, weels
er many in his party were
pressuring him to drop hiz bid
rfor reclection.
One mounth after an unprec-

~BCFerries

edented mid-campaign switch
from Biden to Harris, the open-
ing night of the convention in
Chicaso was designed as a hand-
aff from the incumbent te
hand-picked successor — albeit
Lowr years belfore he intended
for her to follow him.

A visibly emotional Tiiden was
prected by o more than Lo
minute-long ovation and chants
af “Thank you Joc.™

sAamericd, 1 leve yow”
replied.

Democrals are looking 1o the
wesllimy svent to rive 4 grace-
ful exit to the incumbent presi-

ent and slingshot Hearris toward
a taceoff wirth Republican Don-
ald Trump, whose comcback bid
for the White House is viewed
Ty Temncrars as an existential
threal. Having taken over the
ticket just one month ago, Harris
and running mare Tim ¥
must nuw win ever a divided
cauntry rhat is viewing her more
positively bul still making up ils
mind about the election.

“TDremocracy has prevailed,

sy has delivered. ard

he

2,202a
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acy must be pre
" Tiden said

TRecanse of you, we've had
the most extraordinary four
¥ears of praogress ever, period,”
Biden declared.

And then he interjected,

the National C

=T say 'we,' T mean me and
Kamula, ™ sharing the credit for
his most uonulal successes with
1he vice pm&-ul-:m who replaced
him atop the ti

Tlarris made an unannounced
appearance onstage as the con-
WEnrion’s prime-time program
hegan Manday evening ra thank
Biden fur his leadership in
advance of his speech larer on.

“Tne. thank you For ¥our his-
toric leadership, for your life-
time of service to our nation, and
rr_ur all you'll continue o do,” she
e dre forever grareful to

Eiden's specch, billed as the
marquee event of the evening,
was pushed infa late night as

e convention program lagged
more than an hour behind sched-
ule,
The president recalled the
2017 “unite the righe” rally, when
torch-carrying white supremea-
cists marched in Charlottesville,
Virginia, an episode he credits
with cementing his decision to
Tun for president in 2020 despire
his onpoing grief over the death
of his son Beau Biden.

“T could not stay on the side-
lines,” Biden sdid, "Su 1 ran,

1 had no intentien af running
amain. T°d just lost part of my
soul, But i ran with 4 deep con-
wiction.”

n Monday in Chicago.
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Wolunteers with the Alberni Valley Rescue Squad were called to assist
writh a rescue on the Juan de Fuca Marine Trail on Friday. It was the
group’s fourth rescue of the week.

ELBERNI WALLEY RESCUE SOUAD

Four-rescue week keeps
Alberni Valley group busy

The Alberni Valley Rescue
Squad responded Lo four ingi-
dents last week, capping of T the
busy strerch wirth a second call
Lo the Juan de Puca Marine Trail
on Friday.

The team assisted Juan de
Futs Search and Hescue in get-
ting an injured person to a heli
coplcr to be Mown o a waiting

mbulance in Jordan River.

1t was one of three mutual-aid
requests the Alberni Valley Leam

responded o during the weels,
inclyding a previous mud( 111,
along the Judan de F i
Trail on Aug. 11 inv
son wha had fallen inlo the ocean
and suffered a leg injury.

The team also led a rescue
un Wednesday after 3 wiman
became stranded on a Wallv
Creck Togjam alfter the cur rcnl
tonk her over a warerfa
did not sustain any serinus
ries. —Times Colonist

Consultation begins
on development near

Uptown in

Tublic consullation on transi-
wricnted, mized-use develop-
ment clase tn ptown shopping
cenire in Saanich has started and
will run into September.

This process ries in with the
provineial changes to zoning
Tules to encourage more density
and more homes.

ATAnsit Centres are areds iden-
tified by the province as suitable
fOf mMore inlensive clwclupmvm

“Fhe province announce
spring r]mr it had pur c'l'nse.d wa
lots, Tor a total ol & millian in
the Uptown area to support hun-
dreds of new homes.
at ared is destined tw be
a central transit hub for the
capital region, Transporiation
Adinister Rob Fleming said
statement released hManda

Flans vall for new homes, o
cMMpact community with pub
lic spaces, jobs in commercial
sreas, and services such us child
care and health clinics, he said_
“IUs important we get it

a

Saanich

right,” Fleming said. *That
menns gathering public feed
Back sowe can creale a praject
that reflects the wants and needs
of area residen

The provinee is asking far
feedback on a potential transit
exchange benearh the residential
buildings that could e inte-
grated with the Lochsi
Calloping Goose rey

A transit exchange could
serve as a central connection for
aclive ransportation and public
transit. with connections to
downtown Vicraria, the TTniver-
sily ol Viclovia, the Westl Shore
and the Saanich Peninsula

A pap-up event is set for Sepr.
5 frum 4 to 6 p.m. next to the
Galloping Goose overpass near
the Tplown shopping centre

Anin person interactive open
house will be held Sept. 12 at the
New Life Church at 3900 Carey
R

Ananling survey is apen for
public feedback until Sept. 15 ut
engage gov.ho.cafuptowniransi-
toricnticddevalopment.
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