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Threat promp lockdown
at Nanaimo high school

Times Colonist

MNanaimo District ‘ier.umlars-
School was locked dov
about half an hoar on W r-:d.nesduy
afternann when a threat was
direeted daa student.

Loclkdown procedures went
into effect about 2:30 pom

During a loekdown, stalT dnd
students remain in their immedi-
ate area, lack interiar daars and
stay out of sight.

Nanaimo RCMP officers were
al the schoal theoughoul Lhe
lockdown, and it was deemed
sate to end it by A pam.

Students were then dismissed
Tur the day.

Reserve Const. (3ary (UBrien
said there is no connectian
between the lockdown and
an increased police presence
last woeck dt Nanaimo Distcict
Secondary and two other high
schools in the Nanime-T.ady
mith School District — Dover
and Wellington — due to an
unspecified threat divected ar
the schuuls

Puolice said at the time they
were excreising an “abundance
of caution” with their presence
at the schonl.

Driver who flew across
median fell asleep: police

limes Calonist

Saanich palice say a driver who
Mew across the median into
oncoming rraffic on the Pat Bay
Highway an Saturday afrernoon
admitted fulling asleep at the
wheel

The incident vecurred in the
highway's nurthbound lanes just
north of the Royal Oak overpass

A dash camera video taken
from an oncoming vehicle shows
the car veering into the median
and launching into the air before
landing in the nshooming traffic
lancs.

Multiple cars can be seen
swerving ar changing lanes ta
avuid colliding with the vehicle.

Paolice said two northbound
wvehicles collided as thew

attempted 1o avaid the car, but
no one was injured in the inci-
dent.

The video appears Lo show
a vehicle sing lunes inta
the side of another vehicle. The
seuthbound driver who crossed
the highway median conracted
police 1o report the incident and
ended up beiny ticketed under
the hotor Vehicle Act for driv-
ing withoul duc carc and allen-
tomn.

Police said drugs and alcohal
are nut believed to be a factor,
bur Staff Sgt. Doug Cripps of
Saanich's lralTic salcly unil said
being sleep deprived is another
Form of impairmenr.

his incident is a good
reminder to avoid driving if
wou're tived,” Cripps said.

Mount Washingt
opcening due to lack of sno

Adack of snow has forced Mounl

Washingron Alpine Resort to

push back its planned opening

this weel, The ski resort sai

that despite trying to make arti-

Micial snow, "thoe woather just
sn't co-uperated.”

=TF y¥ou were one of The
0,000+ peaple refreshing our
webcams vesterday. watching
and hoping for a miracle, we
were right there with vou,” it
said.

Weaiher on Vancouves Tsland
has been wet this weel and
several degrees warmer than
nurmal for this time of year, The
resort's website on Thursday
shawed above-Trecxing tlempera-
and rain in the forecast.

& A

oton delays

General manager Mike
Wlanara zaid in a video that the
resart is doing everything i
van to bring snow to the slopes,
including snowmaling and
Trucking in snow.

Mount Washington's web-
site on Wednesday said it had
received Lthree centimelres of
snow overnight, but the resort
was not reporting its snow
depth. 1ts webcams show some
snow cover an fhe mountain.

The vesort is still hosting
events on Saturday. including
a fire ourside Fagle View It
tro for free s'mores amld “snow
dances” to inspire the snow
aods. A new Dpcmnﬂ dalc has nat
been announced, —

THE SHAEFER
OHN SOUTHGATE

Police say
Llext scam
aimed at
drivers

Times Colonist

Saanich police have issued

& gedm dlert after a resident
reported receiving a text
message saving they had been
canght speeding in 4 school wene.

The text said the person had
been clocked doing 43 kilome-
tres an hour in a 34 lkovh school
zone, and included a YouTuhe
link L pay the fine,

Palice said the text is a scam,
noting rraffic-vialation notices
are issued in person by police
otficers. A letter in the mail
may also be senl by a provincial
agendy, “We will not contact you
by phone or text requesring pay-
ments.

Anyone receiving such a text
shauld nol respand ar click Lhe
link, s#nd should not send money
or share financial information,
police said

WA JUAN DE FUCA SEARTH AMD RESCTUE
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Surfer Tithan Taker was just
walking into (he water al Som-
brin Beach last weels when he
lonked down hriefly to artach his
surfboard's leash to his ankle

He had noticed a log in the
nalc- but didn’L think much of

until & wave launched it inte
hm leg.

e was knocked over by the
impact, and when he losked at
his leg, he could instantly tell it
wis broken.

=Tt was sideways,” he said

The 19-year-ald called his
friends vver fur help, Waves
were lapping him, and they
necded 1o get him out of the
water, sn they got him onto
a surfhaard as a makeshift
streteher to move Baker farther
up the heach

FThat was the most dilTicull
part, because they had to hol
my Foot, and vou could see my
Lones sticking sul. TL was a bad
angle,” he said.

Tiaker was in excruciating
pain while they movesd him, but
evenrually his triends Figured
oul how (o hold his Cool in a way
that reduced the pain, he said.

JTuan de Fuca Search and
Hescue received the call around
noon on Dec. 5, said rescue

Search-and-rescue crews carry the injured surfer fram Sombrio Beach to a waiting ambulance.

co-ordinator Victoria Clarke.

Tt was severe enough that
we wanted to ensure that he had
guicl access to medical atten-
Lian.” she said.

Cloud cover prevented a heli
copter from reaching Taker on
the beach, which is about 1% kilo-
metres south of Port Renfrew, so
crows hiked in a shor distance
Frurm the parking Lot

CUrews assessed Baker, sta-
bilized his injury and casricd
him on a stretcher to a wairing
ambulance, said Clarke. “TIe was
extremely brave and very stoic.”

Clarke praised the man's
fricnds and others on the beach
for keeping him warm for the
roughly three hours it tool for
crews Lo arrive, because becor
ing cold and hypothermic is an
added risk affer an injury in
vold, damp weather.

Baker said a man on the beach
pave him a togue, a hoal blankes
and hot pads, builed water for
him and gave his friends a tarp
1 shelter Baker from the vain,
wind and splashing waves.

T would have heen pretty
culed if 1 didn’t have him thers,”
L said,

Tn hospilal, doclors realigned
Balwr’s broken tibia and fibula
hetore performing surgery to
install & metal rod and multiple
serews in his leg.

Surfer injured at Sombrio
after wave slams log into leg

Balker said he is grateful to
search-and-rescue volunteers
who touk care of him and got
him off the beach safely, and
he's looking lovward 1o getling
back in the water unce his leyg
has healed.

“T would love o go surling
again as soon as 1 can,’™ he said.

The incident is a reminder
of why it's impurtant for those
heading into outdaor activities
1o bhe prepared with supplics 10
stay warm and dry for a few
n case they need o wait
» Clarke saicd.

sure you have easy
access to warm clothing and
medical supplics, cven iF you're
surfing, because things happen,”
she said.

Juan de Fuca Search and
Rescue crews mare common!
respond 1o calls from injured
hikers, Clarke said, but with
the Juan de Tuca Marine Trail

losed due to significant storm
damage, the call wolume has
dropped

Hikers appear to be respect-
ing the prolonged trail closure,
because the group has not
received any calls from hikers
on the trail, she said

The trail remains closed
through the winter. An update
will be provided in the spring.
regan-elfiotti@timescolonist.cam
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ROMP made four more arrests
and cleared an cneampment
this weelk in the Upper Walbran
Vallev. where opponents of
old-growth logging have set up

lockades to prevent logging in
1he arca.

Pulice resumed enforcement
on Monday of 2 court imjunc-
tion thuat prevents anyvone from
blucking roads in the area, after
making scven arrests in late
Muvember.

Tsawak-qin Forest Limited
TPartnership had applicd for the
injunction in response to protest-
ers setring up camps and erect-
ing & coupar sculpture in Aupust
that hblpcked Ingging wark.

Police said after officers dis-
mantled 4 camp when they made
arrests in November, a new
camp was immediately cstab-
lished in & different location.

When palice arvived. they
Found surueiares crecied on
the only bridge leading to a
wark site to which Tsawak-qin
employees needed dccess,

Ottficers arrested four men
Far breaching the injunction,

More arrests made in Walbran protests

RCMP officers enforce an injunction against blocking roads in the
e

Upper Walbran V

SUBRAITTED

une of whorn was previously
arrested in November. Ile will
be held in custady for breach-
inp the conditions of his relesse
stemming from rhe car
arrest. One of the men was also
arrested for criminal ohstrue-
tien of palice far allegedly
resisting arrest,

The recent arrests bring the
total number o 11,

area. Officers arrested four old-growth activ-
ists this week, following seven initial arrests in late November.

The old-growth acrivists said
in a statement that around 40 to
Stofficers were involved in the
arrests on Monday.

They said afficers burned
their structures in November
follnwing arrests, and they
allege police allowed industry
workers to burn dotivists’ per-
sonal property
regan-elfiotl@ limescolonist.com
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