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Search-and-
FESCUE CrEws

Surfer injured at
Sombrio after wave
slams log into leg

Friends and others on beach helped man
stay warm during wait for rescue crew

the
injured surfer
from Som-
brio Beach
1o a waiting
ambulance.
WA JUAK DE
FLica SEaReH
AND RESCUE

ROXANMNE EGAN-ELLIOTT rougbily three hours il teek for
Times Colonist crews to arrive, hbecause becom-
ing cold and hypothermic is an

Surfer Ethan Balker was just added risk after an injury in
walking inta The warer ar Somn- cold, damp weather.
Lrio Beach this month when he Baker said a man on the
Ionked down briefly to attach his  beach gave him a togue, 2 heat
surfhoard’s leash to his ankle. blanker and hot pads, boiled

He had noticed @ log in the waler for him and gave his
water but didn't think much of friends a tarp to shelter Baker
it until a wave launched icinto rram the rain, wind and splash-
his leg, ing waves,

TIe was knocked nver by the “1 wauld have heen pretiy
impact, and when he looked al cold i Tdidn™t have him there,"”
his les, he could instantly tell it hes sai
was broken. In hospital, doctors realigned

“IL was sidewsys,” he said. Bulker's broken Libia and fibula

The 19-vear-old called his before performing surgery to
rriends over for help. Waves install a metal rod and multiple
were lapping hina, and they serews in his leg. a to
needed to get him out of the Baker said he is gratetul ta b
waler, sa they gol hin oo scarch-and-rescue volunteers $ 1 2 O O 0 B
a surfboard as a makeshifc who took care of him and got ’ £
stretcher to move Baker Farther  him off the bheach safely, and
up the beach. he's looking forward Lo gelling

“That was the monst difficule back in the water once his leg
parl, because they had we hold has healed.
my foot, snd you could see my “1 would love to go surfing
hanes sticking aut. Tt was a had agzain as zoon as I can,” he said.
angle,” he said. The incident is a veminder

Baker was in excruciating of why it’s important for those
pain while they moved hin, but heading into outdoor activities

eventually his friends figured
out how to hold his foot inoa w

to be prepared with supplies to
stay warm and dry for a few

that reduced the pain, he said. hours in case they need 1o wail

Juan de Fuea Search and for help, Clarke said.

TRescue received rhe call around “Wiake sure vou have easy
neon on Dec. 5, said resvue access o warm clathing and
co-ordinator Victoria Clarke. medicul supplies. even if vou're

“TL was severe enough that o, hecanse things hap-
w2 wanted to ensure that he had she said.
quick access to medical atten- Juan de Fuca Search and
tion,” she said RESCUS Crews More cofmmaonly

Clondd cover prevented a respond to calls from injured
helicopier fram reaching Taker ers, Clarke said, bur with
on the beach. which is about 19 1he Jusn de Fuca Mavine Trail
kilometres south of Port Ren- closed due to significant storm
frew, so crews hiked in a short damage, the call volume has
distance from the parking lot. dropped.

Crews assessed Baker, sta- Tlikers appear tn he respect- .
Lilized his injury and carried ing the prolonged trail closurc. Three Point Motars an
him on a stretcher to a waiting because the group has not
ambulance, said Clarke. “Tle was  received any calls fram hikers
extremely brave and very stoic™  on Lhe Leail, she said,

Clarke praized the man’s The trail remains clozed
ricnds and oihers on the beach thraugh the winier. An updare
for keeping him warm for the will be provided in the spring.
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When lives are on the line,

they’re by your side.
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